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Eric McCrum, naturalist, has generously given many 
delightful talks to U3A regions. His enthusiasm for and 
knowledge of our environment is impressive! 

 
 
 

U3A/STATE LIBRARY LECTURE 
State Library Theatre 

 2-3pm Sunday 5 May 2013 
 

 

Speaker:    Gary TateGary TateGary TateGary Tate, Photographer 
Subject: Perth WetlandsPerth WetlandsPerth WetlandsPerth Wetlands----    Discover the DiversityDiscover the DiversityDiscover the DiversityDiscover the Diversity    

Free presentation – open to the public 
Afternoon tea served 

 

 

 
U3A (UWA) President John 
MacDonald, elected at the April 
AGM. John is a member of 
Rockingham & Districts Region. 
 

 
Rockingham & Districts Region members who participated in a mock trial 
enacting a past Court case before ‘Judge’ Liz Hemsley. (See page 3) 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
I welcome the new Council members – more 

formal thanks will follow later, when we know the 

final make-up of Council. There are always a 

dedicated few who put up their hands year after 

year to keep an association going, and so it is 

with U3A (UWA), however the membership is 

not getting any younger and many members 

have already spent many years working hard for 

us. 

For these reasons, I want us to think about 

rejuvenation – no, I have not found the fountain 

of youth (sadly) – we need more new members. 

We should be thinking of all the ‘Baby Boomers’ 

out there who are looking for something relevant 

to keep them active during a long retirement. I 

have been told by some recent retirees that 

there is nothing in our offerings that is of interest 

to them – we must change that perception. 

We have a stated aim of reaching 1,000 

members this year, the same as last year and 

the year before. Why such an easily achievable 

target, and why do we not reach it? John Leach 

recently stated that if each of us brought along 

one new member, we would be close to 2.000 

members. I am going to challenge U3A (UWA) 

to do slightly better than that – 2,013 members 

in 2013! 

Renewal, Growth and Relevance – these are my 
aims for U3A - I hope I can count on your 
approval. 
John Macdonald 
 

U3A ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
The Annual General Meeting of U3A (UWA) was 
held at the State Library theatre on Sunday 7 April. It 
was well attended. President John Leach did not seek 
re-election and John MacDonald was elected 
unopposed to the office of 2013 President. 
Two recent initiatives were evident in the program: A 
performance by our choir, who were attractively 
dressed in red and black, and the filming of the AGM 
by our film unit. It will be put on U3As website. 
Our incoming president spoke of making changes; 
one (I feel) that would be of value is tuition on 
procedures for conducting AGMs, which differ from 
a general meeting. Knowledge of these rules would 
give confidence and professionalism to members who 
conduct the meetings. 
Ginie Bristowe from the Mid-North Region gave an 
excellent presentation on ‘Around the World in 1896-
1897’. It was about her grandfather, Bertie Bristowe. 
The beautiful photographs taken from his album 
could not be shown on screen due to technical 
difficulties - however Ginie’s word pictures 
adequately substituted for them.              (An attendee) 

 

SEMINAR 2013SEMINAR 2013SEMINAR 2013SEMINAR 2013    
‘Australia: a sense of place in ‘Australia: a sense of place in ‘Australia: a sense of place in ‘Australia: a sense of place in 
the twenty first century’the twenty first century’the twenty first century’the twenty first century’    

10 am Wednesday 3rd July 

Social Sciences Lecture Theatre, University of 
Western Australia  

Cost $30 (Includes morning tea and lunch) 
 

Enquiries to: John Macdonald 9527 9534 
 
 

GARY TATE, Photographer 
Speaker at the U3A/State Library Theatre 

Sunday 2pm 5 May 

Forty years ago photographer Gary Tate and his 
wife built their home in Greenwood when there 
was still bush and kangaroos. 
He retired seven years ago from the 
supermarket industry he discovered Yellagonga 
Regional Park, 600 metres from his home. It is 
located within the cities of Wanneroo and 
Joondalup 20kms north of Perth, one of eight 
Perth Regional Parks. 
He cycles Yellagonga Regional Park regularly 
admiring and photographing the beauty and rich 
diversity of the area. 
Tate has now produced a DVD titled Yellagonga 
- Discover the diversity, the winner of the 2007 
City of Wanneroo Environmental Awards for 
Excellence. He says it was a labour of love; a 
retirement hobby. 
To encourage others to experience and 
appreciate the amazingly rich biodiversity and 
activities that Perth's wetlands have to offer he 
also produced    ‘Perth Wetlands - Discover the 
diversity’. This 35 minute DVD highlights the 
attractions that abound around our wetlands 
along with four other sections featuring the 
prolific biodiversity. These sections are Birds, 
Fauna, Fungi and Flora, and includes over 300 
images. 

 
Storm Front Approaching over Lake Joondalup 
(photo: Gary Tate) 
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Letter to the Editor: 
Dear Sonia, You will be surprised to get a 
handwritten contribution to the U3A magazine, 
but I have not changed since I wrote this 
(enclosed) article. (Erica enclosed a copy of an article 
she wrote four years ago that appeared in issue 94. Ed.) 
I am still computer ignorant and have no longing 
at 98 to learn the technological intricacies. I 
know it is far too late to include my ‘unusual 
story’ in the present INFORM issue but perhaps 
you might consider to publish it in the next 
edition. 
I always enjoy the variety of topics that are 
presented in the magazine. With best wishes to 
you personally, 
Erica BeckerErica BeckerErica BeckerErica Becker (South West Metro Region) 
 

A VALUED PEN FRIENDSHIPA VALUED PEN FRIENDSHIPA VALUED PEN FRIENDSHIPA VALUED PEN FRIENDSHIP    
by Erica Becker 

In memory of Zelda Dickinson, U3A member of 

Mid-North Region who died in October 2011. 

A few years back I submitted to the U3A 
magazine an article about the demise of 
handwriting, especially letters, and it was 
published. Zelda read it and wrote to me how 
she agreed with my statements. In turn I thanked 
her for her positive response and added a few 
further remarks, which again caused Zelda to 
reply. 
Before we knew – so to speak – we had begun a 
regular correspondence. We enjoyed each 
other’s mostly three-page letters; looked forward 
to them. We found we had lots in common in 
interests and activities, passed experiences, in 
thoughts general, in faith and in doubt. 
However in spite of living in the same city we 
never met face-to-face. Being both n-drivers any 
more, and though our daughters offered a lift, it 
never came to a meeting. 
When Zelda mentioned to me that she was 
keeping all my letters I began to do the same 
with hers. Our long correspondence over three 
years reveals more about us than we would 
have told each other in conversation over cups 
of tea. Besides, Zelda’s handwriting was 
stunningly beautiful, big, bold, strong, even, 
upright and elegant (indicating character traits as 
any handwriting does.) 
I am so glad that I have kept nearly all of Zelda’s 
letters and I was able to return them to her 
daughter for her to read while vice-versa my 
letters (26) to Zelda were sent to me (for my 
daughter to read.) 
I cherish Zelda’s memory in her most descriptive 
writing. She caused me to think about issues we 
both cared about and made me formulate 
properly in writing. I never forget this unique 
friendship. Thank-you, Zelda. 
 

ROCKINGHAM & DISTRICT 
MEMBERS APPEAR IN COURT! 

On the thirtieth of November 2012 eleven 
members of Rockingham and Districts braved 
the elements and the wonders of that 
newfangled invention, the Iron Horse (I believe it 
is now called a train), to the grand metropolis of 
Perth. We visited the Francis Burt Law 
Education Centre and participated in a mock trial 
of an actual case from the late 19

th 
century. 

Jenny Cox was the accused and, to cut a long 
story short, she was found guilty of 
manslaughter after a grandstanding prosecution 
by Lyn and John Macdonald. Judge Liz Emsley 
presided, ably aided by Sheriff Shirley Rouse, 
Usher Ann Minissale and defence team of Colin 
Rouse and  Frances Dunkley. David Phillips, 
Valerie Buckley and Michael Addison provided 
the witnesses. 
The post-trial discussion was quite illuminating – 
in real life, the accused was found not guilty. 
After this we went to the District Court to witness 
a real sentencing of a young man who pled guilty 
of cannabis cultivation. The proceedings were 
most enlightening and we would strongly 
recommend a visit by any U3A region which has 
not yet made the effort to go. The cost to us was 
$6.00 each, and included a disk of photographs 
taken during the trial. 
John Macdonald 
 
 
In 2011 Erica Becker, at the age of 96, was a 
recipient of the Department for Communities 
50-year Volunteer Service Badge. She co-
founded the Save The Children Fund Mandurah 
branch and has over the past 50 years been a 
mainstay of the Mandurah branch. She held 
garden party fundraisers at her home, and 
instigated a breakfast program that developed 
into a kindergarten for underprivileged children 
in the area. Erica organised the junior Save the 
Children group in Mandurah including the 'miles 
of pennies' event. She volunteered for many 
more fundraising activities throughout the years. 
 
- Life is easier than you’d think; all that is 
necessary is to accept the impossible, do without 
the indispensable, and bear the intolerable. 
- Anything that is too stupid to be spoken is 
sung. Voltaire. 
- Blessed is the man, who, having nothing to say, 
abstains from giving wordy evidence of the fact. 
George Eliot. 
- Crime-writer Agatha Christie found it a 
blessing being married to an archaeologist; she 
said the older you get the more interesting you 
become. 
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WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
The big news is 
that the U3A 
Network WA was 
granted Incorp-
orated status on 24 
Dec 2012. 

 At this stage we have only seven members 
(compared to Victoria’s 100!) but are hopeful that 
this number will grow. We have a website and a 
newsletter and even a presence on Face Book. 
Norma Vaughan, our indefatigable secretary, is 
doing her best to get us all up to speed with the 
digital age, though I think Face Book is a bridge 
too far for most people. Things will change. 
Finances are one of our concerns. So far grants 
have proved elusive. Nevertheless we enter 
2013 optimistic that things can only improve in 
this department. 
The newly formed Margaret River U3A has gone 
ahead with leaps and bounds – fancy getting 15 
courses up in your first year of operation! 
Congratulations, Margaret River. It was also 
good to see the first newsletter from Naturaliste 
U3A. Lots of things happening there. 
U3A (UWA) Perth is by far our largest member. 
With nine regions they are a sort of network in 
themselves. Recently they won a substantial 
grant from Lotteries West to run a film course 
with ScreenWest. Ten members will be involved 
in a 10-week course to learn the mystic arts of 
film-making which they can then pass on to other 
members. Hopefully this will inject important 
media skills into the entire organisation. Another 
recent innovation is the Perth U3A Choir. They 
will be heard for the first time by most members 
at the AGM in April. 
The second edition of the WA Network’s 
Newsletter, edited by Norma Vaughan from 
Mandurah U3A, has recently been distributed 
and a lively issue it is. Congratulations Norma! 
Peter Flanigan, President 

 
From Sunshine Coast U3A 

Our long term Writing Competition Coordinator, 
Jenny Riley has recently retired from this role 
and we are currently working on a new 
format/new team to take this event into the 
future. We have thus decided not to run the 
competition in 2013, but return in 2014 with our 
new team and new processes. We have already 
received queries from many U3A members for 
this year, so I’m writing to ask you to pass on 
this message to your writing classes and anyone 
you know who may be interested.  
We will send out entry information to you at the 
beginning of 2014. From the Sunny Coast to 
colleagues in life-long learning all over Australia. 
 

 

THE SPOTLIGHT SHINES ON U3A 
AT AN ACTIVE AGEING SEMINAR 

from Dr David Phillips 

The City of Rockingham held a Seminar entitled 
‘Improving Brain Fitness’ as part of their Active 
Ageing Program on Tuesday 26 February 2013 
at the Gary Holland Centre in Rockingham. The 
event was attended by approximately 250 
people. There were three speakers, they being 
Dr Jenny Brockis, Ms Heather Thorn and our 
own Dr David Phillips. 
Jenny, a Consultant Medical Specialist was the 
first to speak and she gave a very professional 
outline of the physiology of the human brain and 
the ways in which we can keep it healthy and 
active. Her advice included sensible diet, social 
interaction and regular use of the brain through 
reading and doing puzzles such as cryptic 
crosswords, Sudoku etc. 
Next to speak was Heather of Alzheimer’s 
Australia who presented a somewhat 
disappointing talk on this subject, repeating a lot 
of what Jenny had covered. 
After the luncheon break, I spoke about U3A 
from its initial roots in France to the current set-
up in U3A (UWA). It was an opportunity to dispel 
the myth of there being tests and examinations, 
and to outline all the various programs run at 
Rockingham, City Courses and the Alexander 
Library Lectures. I was able to use U3A as a 
practical example of the more theoretical 
aspects of Jenny and Heather’s talks. My talk 
was a Powerpoint presentation, and this is 
available to any other Regions that might like to 
use it while making some adaptations to suit 
their Region program. 
This was an excellent opportunity to get the ‘U3A 
message’ to a captive audience. We have 
gained four members from this event with many 
others expressing an interest in joining. 

 
Volunteer opportunity for older adults 

My name is Kevin Mo and I'm a postgraduate 
Doctoral student from the School of Psychology at 
the University of Western Australia. I am looking to 
recruit healthy older adults for our upcoming study 
about memory and thinking skills. 
As part of the study participants are invited to come 
to the university and take part in a session that 
involves a number of varied and interesting tasks. We 
offer all participants free parking, and $15 for their 
time and to cover travel expenses. 
I was hoping your organisation would assist with 
recruitment, perhaps by emailing a flyer around, or 
including it in a newsletter. 
Any assistance would be appreciated. You can 
contact me on 10316556@student.uwa.edu.au or on 
Kevin Mo (0459 465 983) 
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BEE WRANGLER GIVES SOUTH 
EAST METRO REGION THE BUZZ 

 
Tricia Fielder samples honey 

How do you whisper to a bee? Members of 

South East Metro Region at Victoria Park found 

out at its February guest presentation given by 

bee wrangler Dan Dowsett of Bentley. His secret 

is honey on the finger and an olive oil swab from 

the armpits as a passport to visiting the inner 

sanctuary of a bee community. 

‘And it is a community,’ he said, ‘with order and 

systems and clearly-defined tasks for the queen 
bee; the drone; the worker, and a til death do us 

work ethos’. 

He speaks of his queen bees as others speak of 

their favourite pet – very tenderly. 

One might suggest that modern beekeeping 

incorporates bee whispering dynamics. It has 

been purported by the animal behaviourists that 

an understanding of energy-exchange between 

humans and animals is the common 

denominator for cooperation. The horse 

whisperer and the dog whisperer demonstrably 

reveal this energy dynamic when gaining 

acceptance from the animal in their care. 

WA has in excess of 1,000 beekeepers in the 

suburbs and throughout our state. Reportedly 

the number of bees is diminishing worldwide 

through the devastation caused by the small 

hive beetle and varroa-destructor mite and the 

effect on crops and food production may be 

underestimated. Uniquely WA and SA have not 

been infected by those mites. 

Suburban honey produced from multi-flora 

sources across the suburbs of Perth is a highly-

prized commodity. 

The healing and health benefits of honey have 

been recorded since ancient times where it was 

used for preservation and many seniors today 

extol the value of royal jelly and bee pollen. 

‘There can never be enough beekeepers in WA’, 

said Mr Dowsett who runs regular training 

programs teaching sting-free beekeeping. ‘I’m 

glad to share my secret of how to domesticate 
bees.’  (Ann Kennish) 

SWAN HILLS REGION REPORTS 
After a warm, dry Easter and a return to summer 
weather clothing retailers must be wondering 
when they will sell their winter stock. The 
welcome drop of rain we had in March was all 
too brief and if it wasn’t for the decrease in 
daylight hours we wouldn’t know it is autumn 
already. 
Meanwhile, the members of Swan Hills Region 
are embarking on another year of informative 
talks, excursions and social gatherings. As 
fracking has been in the news recently, our 
hardworking programme coordinator arranged a 
for a representative from the Conservation 
Council of WA to speak to us about the dangers 
and risks involved in extracting “unconventional 
gas” from the ground. Perhaps the most 
disturbing aspect of this form of mining is the 
way it has gone ahead, regardless of the wishes 
of the owners of the land where the mining takes 
place. 
The varied nature of our programme is 
demonstrated in the talks given by our members: 
For example, Lyn Gibb told us all we could 
want to know about that lovely fruit, the 
pineapple. She even provided us with pieces of 
pineapple to sample. 
Tony Harding gave us an interesting sample of 
Western Australian history when he spoke of the 
last voyage of the State Ship MV Koolama. It 
was fascinating to hear of the great effort made 
by the skeleton crew who stayed on board, 
refloated her and sailed her to Wyndham, after 
she was bombed nearly 150 miles west of 
Wyndham. We also learnt of the fate of the 
remaining passengers and crew. A lugger from 
Pago Mission took the sick and wounded and a 
seaplane took 25 more. The remaining 93, 
guided by the local aboriginal people, walked to 
Pago Mission and then on to Kalumbaru, a truly 
great feat. 
I think we all were intrigued by this fascinating 
piece of local history and we look forward to 
more entertaining education as the year 
progresses. Gillian Ashton 
 
What is the shortest word in the English 

language that contains the letters: abcdef? 
It is Feedback. Don’t forget that feedback is 

one of the essential elements of good 

communication. 

There are two words that have all five 
vowels in order: abstemious and facetious. 
Stewardesses is the longest word typed 
with only the left hand, and lollipop with the 

right. 
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Astra Warren says that children and 
young animals belong naturally together, 
but there are limits. She has written some 
splendid stories about her experiences as a 
governess on a remote sheep station in 
Western Australia. Here is: 
A NEW LIFE and an OLD STORY 

 

Children and young animals belong naturally 
together, particularly if those animals are 
orphaned or abandoned. Country children have 
a great advantage over urban dwellers in the 
number of strays that gravitate their way - 
kittens, calves, lambs, joeys, kids, chicks, baby 
birds - all pathetic loners prompting an instant 
and passionate urge to rescue and nurture. 

One student, inspired by the dedication of the 
father emu, adopted a rejected egg and for days 
carried it around under his t-shirt wrapped in an 
old woolly sweater, or in a shoebox between two 
hot water bottles, enduring the discomfort in 40 
degree heat. 

With the wisdom of adulthood, we knew there 
had to be a reason for it being a reject, but the 
surrogate father refused to be convinced until 
the night he took it to bed and rolled on it. 
Needless to say it was rotten. It was easy to 
change the bedclothes, but the mattress had to 
be banished to the dump. 

On another occasion, three motherless chicks 
survived under a layer of feathers and 
newspaper in the warm corner next to the 
kitchen stove. A drop in temperature during the 
night alerted a maternal instinct; a small figure 
silently padded out to move the box from the 
floor to a warmer spot on top of the stove. In 
dawn light, the unmistakable acrid smell of 
singed feathers gave new meaning to the phrase 
‘cooked chook’. 

Often, interacting with nature presents 
problems. Apart from harsh lessons learned 
about life and death, the question of animals 
hand reared and becoming pets necessitates 

considerable adjustment on both sides as the 
animals become older. One School of Air 
transmission was interrupted by what sounded 
like murder and mayhem, followed by a panting 
voice explaining, ‘Sorry miss; our cow got into 
the schoolroom!’ Pet calf, normally kept out on 
the verandah, had learned to curl a flexible 
tongue round the handle of the flywire door, in 
order to share the lesson with its friends. 

But there are limits; even the most tolerant of 
teachers can reach breaking point when baby 
goats develop a taste for paper (usually last 
week's schoolwork), or kittens unravel the 
knitting; lambs are cute until their incessant 
droppings start squishing underfoot. It is 
difficult to keep one's cool when tadpoles which 
have turned into frogs overnight emerge from 
dark corners and play chasey across the desks. 
Not even the best story book in the world can 
compete with such real life adventure.  

Inevitably there has to be a pets' cemetery with 
each body buried with suitable solemnity and 
ritual, flowers and all, unless the defunct 
happens to be an unusual bird or snake. Then we 
all turn scientist and inter it in the deep freeze 
awaiting the next Ag Department visit. But sure 
as the seasons roll round, there will be another 
crop of dramas next spring. 

 

Play - ‘A Country Retreat’ 
The next season at Stirling Theatre will be a new 
play by local playwright and U3A member Peter 
Flanigan who has been writing and staging plays 
with The Stirling Players since 1972. He 
describes A Country Retreat as a comedy-drama 
with a few current social issues thrown in for 
good measure. 
The two central characters, Gary and Ros, 
decide to abandon the rat race of the city and 
move to a small holding in the imaginary SW 
district of Ginninup. There they hope to live a 
quiet life in pleasant, rural surroundings. 
Unfortunately for them it doesn’t quite work out 
as they expect. Firstly there are the neighbours 
and, secondly, problems involving extended 
family members landing on their doorstep. 
Things get really awkward when a couple of 
unpleasant visitors turn up looking for some ‘lost 
property. 
The play can be seen at the Stirling Theatre, 
Morris Place, Innaloo from May 9 to 23 
(including two Sunday matinees). Bookings at 
Morris News (9440 1040). Two free double 
tickets are available for INFORMINFORMINFORMINFORM readers by 
telephoning Peter at 9447 4195. 
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U3A CITY COURSESU3A CITY COURSESU3A CITY COURSESU3A CITY COURSES 

Courses are run at locations in Perth CBD, mainly in rooms at the State Library or Citiplace Community 
Centre. Semester 2 willl start in August through to November 2013 and members will receive an 
enrolment brochure before that date. Inquiries: Alan Mortimer, Course Coordinator (9450 2398) 

 

 
ART APPRECIATION - VAN GOGH, DALI AND BEYOND Lecture Theatre 1 
2nd Wednesdays April - September 1300 – 1400 Central TAFE 
  Aberdeen St, Perth 
   Rosemary Grigg 
 
CANASTA   Citiplace, 1

st
 floor 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1445 – 1615 Maureen Thompson 
 
CONVERSATIONS WITH ARTHUR TONKIN  G3 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 1115 – 1245 Arthur Tonkin 
 
EMOTIONAL WELLBEING AT ANY AGE  G3 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 0930 – 1100 Lorraine Simons 
 
FILM DISCUSSION GROUP  G3 
1st Tuesday 0930 – 1100 Nicky Dair 
 
IPAD WORKSHOP REPEAT SESSION  Citiplace, 1

st
 floor 

Tuesdays 7 and 21 May 0915 – 1115 Roger Watson 
 
JEWELS AND GEMS  G3 

1st and 3rd Tuesdays 1115 – 1245 Richard Lynam 

 
LECTURE SERIES OF ONE-OFF SESSIONS  Citiplace, 1

st
 floor 

1st and 3rd Tuesdays 1330 – 1500 June Dunstan 
 
LITERATURE  2.9 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays 1130 - 1300 Maureen Hart 
 
MAHJONG  Citiplace 
2nd & 4th Thursdays 1300 – 1430 Kathi Davies 
 
O'CONNOR'S PIPELINE  2.9 
1st and 3rd Tuesdays, 7 and 21 May, 4-June 0930 – 1100 Bill Cutler 
 
PHILOSOPHY  2.9 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 0930 - 1100 Hans Hoette 
 
PIANO - VOICE OF THE ROMANTICS  2.9 
2nd and 4th Thursdays 1130 – 1300 Keith White 
 
ROCK ART OF THE BURRUP  2.9 
7 and 21 May, 9 June 1530 – 1700 Judith Hugo 
 
RUSSIA IN THE 20TH CENTURY  2.9 
2nd and 4th Thursdays, 7, 9 and 21 May 1330 – 1500 Gary Congdon 
 
U3A CHOIR  Rod Evans Centre 
2nd and 4th Tuesdays 1400 – 1600 Hay/Plain Sts 
  East Perth 
   Wendy Harris 
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REGIONAL PROGRAMS – MAY, JUNE AND JULY 2013 
 

CENTRAL REGION 
Meets on alternate Mondays from 1pm - 4pm at the Community Room of the Grove Library, corner of 

Stirling Highway and Leake St, Cottesloe. 

13 May 1pm Life and Work of John Betjeman Roy Shannon 
 2.30pm The State Theatre of WA Structure Peter Airey 
   Struct. Engineer 
27 May 1pm To School with Omar Sharif Sally Gair 
 2.30pm Parkerville Children & Youth Care Basil Hanna, 
  Child Abuse: Don't be an Ostrich Chief Exec. 
10 June 1pm Music from the Classics Alan Dowling 
 2.30pm The Stirling Highway Access Corridor Study - 
  What it means to you Tony Blackwell 
24 June 1pm The Last Days of Socrates June Dunstan 
 2.30pm Carpet of Silver, the wreck of the Zuytdorp Dr Phillip Playford 
8 July 1pm Poetry Readings Members 
 2.30pm Sounds Like Heritage Richard Rennie 
22 July 1pm Cambodia after Pol Pot Dr Peter Graham 
 2.30pm Perth in the 60's: The Empire Games and all Prof. Jenny 

  that Gregory, UWA 

Meets on alternate Mondays at Mount Claremont Community Centre 
1 - 2pm Current Affairs Discussion 

2 - 3pm  Literature and Music group 
 

MID-NORTH REGION 
Mid-North members meet on alternate Mondays at the Church of Christ Community Hall at 68 Waverley 

Street, Dianella (opposite Dianella Plaza.) 

13 May 11.45am How Things Have Changed Members – short talks 
 2pm Phytophthora, Dieback Jo. Taylor, 
   Conservation Officer, 
   City of Stirling 
27 May 11.45am World War 1 Medals Maj. Graham Donley 
 2pm Quiz Ann Magtengaard 
10 June 11.45am Love, Sex and Murder Margaret Lloyd 
 2pm Australian Consumer Law Cecilia  Broderick, 
   Dept of Commerce 
24 June 11.45am English down Under Sonia Kellett 
 2pm ‘A Decade in the Land of the Morning Calm - 
  Korea‘ Tim Sivewright 
8 July 11.45am A History of Chocolate Marolyn Hamilton 
 2pm Alzheimer’s Australia WA Ltd Heather Thorne, 
   Community Ed.Co-ord. 
22 July 11.45am What I Think about Where I Live Members – short talks 
  Israel and the Middle East Bob Kucera, Chair of 
   Friends of Israel 

Music Group 
Meets fortnightly on Tuesdays from 1.15-3.15pm at Dianella Community meeting rooms, 

18 Kerry Street, Dianella (alternate week to Mid-North meetings.) Contact Ann (9444 7782) 

Film Club 
Meets on alternate Monday mornings to view a recently-released film - coffee afterwards. 

Contact Ginie (9271 7263) 

Discussion Group 
Meets monthly on a Tuesday for coffee/chat 10am, Dianella Plaza next to IGA 

Contact Margaret (9276 3081) 
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NORTH COAST (WARWICK) REGION 
Meetings are held every Friday in the Ellersdale Park Football Clubrooms on Ellersdale Avenue in 

Warwick. Check www.u3auwa.org for changes or additions. Fifth Friday’s outings are organised and 
announced at the regular meetings. 

12 April Noon Bookclub Helen Clements 
 2pm Indian Ocean Focus- People, Places and Events Pauline Yarwood 
  - Delicious Mauritious 
19 April Noon Committee Meeting 
 2pm Swan River Pioneers Lyn Coy 
26 April Noon Poetry Felicity Maudsley 
 2pm Australiana – J S Roe Neville Chapman 
  (Activity- Names on a map) 
3

 
May Noon Music appreciation Ken Carney 

 2pm RAAF Museum – Bullcreek John Park 
10 May Noon Bookclub Helen Clements 
 2pm Indian Ocean Focus- People, Places and Events Terry Harvey 
  - Mozambique 
17 May Noon Committee Meeting 
 2pm Willie Creek Pearls Laurie Lord 
24 May Noon Poetry Felicity Mawdsley 
 2pm Australiana Members 
7 June Noon Music Appreciation Helen and Ron 
Clements 
 2pm Indigenous Art Wal Dawes 
21 June Noon Committee Meeting 
 2pm Know Your Medicines Graham Greenhill 
5 July Noon Music Appreciation Betty Kroger 
 2pm Building and Decorative Stone Norman Harrison 
19 July Noon Committee Meeting 
 2pm Alan Turin-Computer Pioneer and Code Breaker Ken Mullin 
2 Aug Noon  Music Appreciation Judith Wailes 
 2pm Cross Cultures- New Futures Dr John Stanton 

 
JOONDALUP REGION 

Meetings are held 11am - 3pm on the second, third and fourth Monday of each month ~ unless otherwise 
shown. There are no meetings on Public Holidays. We have a social BYO lunch and refreshment break, 
between 1pm and 1.30pm. This is followed by a guest speaker.  
The Mah-jong Group meets every Monday at 11am - except public holidays   Mah-jong facilitator - Trish 
Lau-Veach - 0422 318 304; Games Group meets at 11.30am at every meeting -No facilitator ; Book Club 
meets at 11.45pm on the 2nd Monday of the month - facilitator Brenda Hugo - 0418 859 955; Art Group 
meets at 12.30pm - facilitator s – Patricia Lysons Tel 9309 1607 & Gaelle O’Sullivan 0433 003 611; 
Science Group facilitator - Norman Harrison - 9304 0942 
Gardening Group facilitator - Norman Harrison - 9304 0942; Travel group facilitator - Margaret Bender - 
9304 2479; Discussion Group facilitator - Terry Westmoreland - 9304 8426; Camera Club facilitators – 
Trevor and Catherine Swan - 9404 7412; The Gardening Group meets by arrangement with members. 
The Camera Club meets by arrangement with members. Meetings take place at the Guy Daniels 
Clubroom, Sail Terrace, off Poseidon Road, east of the junction of Ocean Reef Road and Marmion Ave, 
Heathridge. 

13 May 11.30am Science Group: Natural History & Habitation Norman Harrison 
 11.45am Book Club 
 11.30am Games Group 
 12.30p m Art Group 
 12.30pm Current Affairs Discussion Group 
 2pm Bonnie Prince Charlie Elton Brown 
20 May 11.30am Travel group: Members world wide travel 
27 May 11.30am Science Group: Natural History & Habitation Norman Harrison 
 11.30am Games Group 
 12.30pm Art Group 
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 12.30pm Current Affairs Discussion Group 
 2pm Ethnic Disability Advocacy Wendy Rose 
10 Jun 11.30am Science Group Natural History & Habitation Norman Harrison 
 11.30am Games Group 
 11.45 am Book Club 
 12.30pm Art Group 
 12.30pm       Current Affairs Discussion Group 
 2pm SPAM Alina Cavanagh 
17 Jun 11.30 pm Travel Group: Members world wide travel 
24 Jun 11.30am Science Group: Natural History & Habitation Norman Harrison 
 11.30am        Games Group 
 12.30 am       Art Group 
 12.30 pm       Current Affairs Discussion Group 
 2 pm  Community Midwifery Pip Brennan 

 
LESMURDIE HILLS REGION 

Meets at 10am (1) Falls Farm, (2) Cagney Way, Lesmurdie on the first and third Tuesday of each month. 

Inquiries: Polyanne Hill 9291 6652 

Tues 7 May 10am National Stroke Foundation 
Tues 21 May  10am Cancer Foundation Big Morning Tea 
Tues 28 May 10am Coffee Club 
Tues 4 June 10am E. Cell Therapy Shirley Hawker 
Tues 18 June 10am Telecommunications Then and Now Keith Parry 
Tues 25 June 10am Coffee Club 
Tues 2 July 10am Qui Gong Allan Jones 
Tues 16 July 10am Medieval England Phillipa Madden 
Tues 23 July 10am Coffee Club 
Tues 30 July  Excursion to Azalea Ley Homestead Manning Park 

 
ROCKINGHAM & DISTRICTS REGION 

Main meetings at Masonic Hall, Wanliss Street, Rockingham, first and third Fridays. For Group Studies 
meetings contact Group leaders as listed below.(ML indicates Murdoch Library is the venue.) 

3 May 1.30pm Quiz Dorothy Scott 
17May 1.30pm History of Spanish Dance Tessa Boyer 
7 June 1.30pm My Recent Holiday Wendy Meacham 
21 June 1.30pm An Update on Murdoch University Prof Andrew Taggart 
5 July 1.30pm The Red Cross Blood Service Beatrice De Casanove 
19 July 1.30pm Stay on Your Feet Ms Barbara Grinsell 
 
   Group Studies Meetings 
1

st
 Mon May, June, July 10am WA History Mary 9528 1565 

3
rd

 Mon May, June, July 2pm Poetry/Play Reading (ML) Diana 9593 2313 
4

th
 Mon May, June, July 2pm Music ONE Iris 9592 2483 

2
nd

 Tues May, June, July times vary Cinema Visit Liz 9527 9471 
3

rd
 Tues June 2pm Book Club 1 Gary 9550 4920 

4
th
 Tues May, July 2pm Book Club 2 Liz 9527 9471 

1
st
/3

rd
 Wed May, June, July 2pm Music TWO Shirley 9527 1520 

Every Thur May, June, July 2pm Cryptic Crosswords Anne 9592 4298 
2

nd
/4

th
 Fri May, June, July 2pm Numero Mary 9528 1565 

1
st
/3

rd
 Wed May, June, July 10am Open Learning Liz 9527 9471 

 

 
CONVERSATIONCONVERSATIONCONVERSATIONCONVERSATION 

Meets at 10am on the first and third Thursday of the month at Drabble House, Nedlands. 
(Contact Jean 9284 1731 jeanr64@bigpond.com 
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SOUTH EAST METRO REGION 
Meetings on the first and third Fridays at East Victoria Park Family and Community Centre. 

(Registration and payment of $25 for Choir Stalls for WASO Concert (Mozart and Mendelssohn) 11am on 
8 August is due by 5 July.) 

3 May  2pm Teaching in China Brian, Noella Hassall 
17 May 2pm Collecting Australian Pottery Tony Lloyd 
7 June 2pm Fremantle Yacht Club’s Harbour Master’s 
  Commentary Clem Rogers 
21 June 2pm The Stations of the Sun: The Cycle of a 
  Cathedral’s Year Rev. Graeme Napier 
5 July 2pm ‘Crazy Quiz’ Mary and Bea 

19 July 2pm Engineering Design for Perth’s Prestigious Buildings  Peter Airey 

These groups met at McDougall House, Clydesdale Street, Como 
1

st 
Mon 1.30pm Current Affairs Maureen 9350 5992 

3
rd

 Mon 2pm Philosophy Julia 9472 3015 

4
th
 Mon 2pm Play-reading Alan 9450 2398 

These groups meet at members’ homes 
2

nd
 Mon 9.30am Art 1 Val 9277 6153 

4
th
 Mon 9.30am Art 2 Val 9277 6153 

2
nd

 Mon 2pm Poetry Jean 0421 840 399 
   or Dawn 9450 7557 
4

th
 Sat 2pm Book Club Maureen 9350 5992 

 

SWAN HILLS REGION 

Meets 1.30pm Fridays at Polytechnc West, Lloyd Street, Midland (formerly Swan College of TAFE) in 

Lecture Theatre, Block D, behind the Administration Block A. 

Friday3 May A Taste of the World Brendan Murphy 
Friday 10 May Yellow Road Open Universities Courses Marjorie Caw 
Friday 17 May 10th Light Horse Merv Wilson 
Friday 24 May Short Talks Madeline Hungerford 
  and Brian Loader 
Wednesday 29 May Social lunch 
Friday 31 May History and Health of the South West Botanic Province Cliff Burns 
Friday 7 June Gemstones Helen Haddy 
Friday 14 June Chips with Every Thing Douglas Sutherland-Bruce 
Friday 21 June South Africa Ann Begg 
Friday 28 June Pacific Rim and Human Influx Gayle Potter 
Friday 5 July UWA Centenary Madeline King 
Friday 12 July Robbie Burns Enid Jenkinson 
Friday 19 July Christmas in July and Music 
Friday 26 July Is There Another Paris? Esther Flowerday 
Wednesday 31 July Social lunch 
 

REGIONAL CONTACTS 
CENTRAL Margaret margaretaputt@gmail.com 
JOONDALUP Trevor 0435 609 542 trevorinwa@gmail.com 
LESMURDIE HILLS Kay 9453 1436 kay41@iinet.net.au 
MID NORTH Syd 9275 3075 tizer127@bigpond.com 
NORTH COAST Peter 9447 5406 petara@iinet.net.au 
 or Judith 9447 5692 blue2whale@yahoo.com.au 
ROCKINGHAM David 9593 9852 dph87111@hotmail.com 
SE METRO Maureen 9350 5992 mau.chris@bigpond.com.au 
SW METRO Pat 9364 5523 pat.forster@iinet.net.au 
SWAN HILLS Corry 9274 3224 ajdonovan1@bigpond.com 
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QUICK CROSSWORD No.110 by Sonia Kellett 
1  2  3  4  5  6  7 
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UTTERLY CLUELESS No.110 by Sonia Kellett 
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22 
AAAA    
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Across: 
1. Restriction of trade with another  
    country (7) 
5. To bring upon oneself (5) 
8. Dreary routine (3) 
9. Amount by which something is 
    increased (9) 
10. A clay shooting sport (5) 
11. Daze (6) 
14. Union of states (13) 
17. Fugitive (6) 
19. Worship as a god (5) 
23. Sanction (9) 
24. Wonder (3) 
25. Mistake (5) 
26. Recompense (7) 
Down: 
1. Light fawn (4) 
2. Augur (7) 
3. River in Western Europe (5) 
4. Killer whale (4) 
5. Apathy (7) 
6. Crawl (5) 
7. Withdrawing (8) 
12. Great praise (8) 
13.Clue (3) 
15. Inspire with love or liking (7) 
16. Swell (7) 
18. Candle (5) 
20. Lament (5) 
21. Find fault (4) 
22. Aperture (4) 
 

Solutions to Crosswords No.109 
Cryptic: Across: 1. Debris 4. Cymbal 
8. Worthy 9. Stanza 12. Ink 13. 
Rebelled 16. Curtailed 20. Climbers 
21. Dun 23. Verger 24. Enlist 25 
Raging 26. Pomelo. Down: Dewdrop 
2. Bareback, 3. Inhaler 5. Yeti 6. Bank 
7. Leach 10. Ann 11. Tenable 14. 
Flamingo 15. Edgewise 17. Risotto 
18. Cover 19. Bug 21. Drag 22. Neon. 
Quick: Across: 1. Improbable 7. 
Omen 8. Wanderer 10. Oxides 11. 
Adder 12. Michael 15. Passion 17. 
Score 20. Profit 21. Houseman 22. 
Vice 23. Striptease. Down: 2. Moaned 
3. Berry 4. Borodin 5. Eolithic age 6. 
Revere 9. Diversifies 11. Alp 13. Lee 
14. Soother 16. Afraid 18. Romans 
19. Chump. 
Clueless: Across: Inhospitable, 
Pundit, Joyful, Get, Geranium, 
Renascent Virginia, Pod, Colour, 
Chisel, Unrecognised. Down: 
Impugns, Honorary, Spinning, Agog, 
Left, Flux, Yew, Pursuit, Lengthen, 
Stenosis, Quailed, Hack, Zoo, Plan, 
Dupe. 
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A LOST DAY by David Bindley 

 
They won’t fly. Creeping up on them or rushing at 
them they just run across the lands into the bush 
refusing to take to the air. 
I’d been best man at my mate’s wedding in Broken 
Hill, the main copper town in Zambia, and the 
bride’s parents, the Runcimanns, had invited me 
to stay on their farm for a few days after the 
wedding. 
The wedding over I motored the 60km out to the 
farm along a dirt road with heavy bush on each 
side and was welcomed at the farm gate by Peter 
and his wife. After a cup of coffee and a chat Peter 
took me on a tour of the farm explaining how the 
maize is cultivated and harvested. Returning to 
the house he asked ‘Would you like to go guinea-
fowl shooting tomorrow? 
I said, ‘Yes that sounds great’. 
He then asked me, ‘Have you handled a shotgun 
before?’ 
And I said, ‘Yes’. Now this wasn’t quite true as I’d 
only fired my dad’s .22rifle many years ago on a 
target range, but I decided that one rifle was much 
like another so where’s the problem. This proved 
my undoing later. 
Early the next morning Peter handed me a heavy 
double barrel shotgun, a bag of cartridges and the 
keys to an old farm truck. From the yard he 
pointed out a farm track I should follow and said 
there would be plenty of guinea fowl for the taking 
a few kilometres away. As I set off I felt really 
grand sitting high up on the truck with the shotgun 
beside me. True enough after about half an hour 
there they were among the maize, a group of 
about a dozen guinea fowl. 

 
So I parked the truck, loaded the shot gun and set 
off to stalk my prey with great expectations. My 
plan was to creep towards the birds keeping cover 
among the maize and then once within firing 
range stand up startling the birds who would take 
to the air for me to shoot. 
No way, these birds had seen it all before and ran 
off at a high rate of knots towards the bush. 
Undeterred I discarded all the creeping about stuff 
and put plan B into action which consisted of 
running at full speed towards the birds who would 
get such a fright they would fly. No such luck. 
So thoroughly fed-up, frustrated, hot, sweaty and 
in need of a drink, I headed back to the truck. It 
was at this point that I made a serious mistake; 
instead of turning 180 degrees I only turned 90 
degrees. 

After about an hour of tramping through the bush I 
had not found the truck, a path or any sign of life. 
The thought passed through my mind that may be 
I was walking in a circle. So I chose three trees in 
a straight line so I could look back and check if I 
was walking in line with them. The problem was 
that looking back all the trees looked the same to 
me. Discarding this plan I looked for a better 
landmark, but the heavy bush blocked my view. 
Four hours later, I accepted the fact that I was lost 
and had no idea where I was, where I had been, 
or where I was going. One thing however seemed 
plain; sitting on my bum in the middle of the bush 
was not going to solve anything. So I continued 
walking, hopefully, in a straight line to somewhere. 
Carrying my shot-gun was a constant reminder 
that I had not discharged it and as I was interested 
to feel and see how it fired I decided to make a 
nearby tree my target. Taking careful aim with my 
cheek resting on the breach and sighting along 
the barrel as I had done with my Dad’s .22rifle I 
gentle squeeze the trigger ... boom ... a damn 
great bang and recoil giving me a bloody nose, 
bruised cheek, a cut lip and blood dripping all over 
the place. 
I thought, my God, that was a bit violent - I’ll have 
to be careful next time. After a bit of patting and 
feeling revealed only superficial damage I got 
back to the major problem - where was I? 
As evening quickly closed in, as it does in the 
tropics, I came to a well-worn path. The question 
was do I go left or right? Oh, what the hell, I’ll go 
left. Walking along the path in the dark was a bit 
tricky and rounding a corner I was surprised to see 
a light approaching me; it was an African on a 
bicycle. Stopping, he said, ‘Good evening Sir, can 
I help you?’ and I said, ‘Good evening, yes, can 
you tell me where this path goes to?’ 
In good English he said, ‘It goes to the Umvuvu 
Swamp.’ 
I said, ‘Oh, I don’t want to go there, I’m trying to 
get to the Runcimann’s farm. Do you know the 
way there?’ 
‘Yes,’ he said, ‘I teach several of the farm 
labourers’ children there, it’s about four kilometres 
along this way.’ 
As we talked he must have noticed me eyeing the 
pannier on the back of his old-fashioned stand-up 
bicycle because he said, ‘Would you like a lift?’ 
and said, ‘Oh that’s very kind of you,’ and off we 
went. 
As the bicycle had no gears whenever there was a 
rise in the path I hopped off and we walked 
together, him pushing his bike and me carrying my 
shotgun, until we came to a downhill run.About an 
hour later he dropped me at the farm turn-off and I 
walked the short distance to the homestead. 
Walking into the kitchen I expected a prodigal 
son’s welcome, but the only comment was a 
casual, ‘Did you get lost, David?’ 
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A KAKADU EXPERIENCE 
By Bill Hawthorn, Joondalup Region 

 

Have you ever heard of Karundie, Motor Car and 
Dinner creeks? No, probably not. They are 
tributaries of South Alligator River in Kakadu 
National Park and some time ago I had the 
privilege of exploring these areas on a back-
packing expedition with five other intrepid 
explorers. 

The expedition started from Coronation Hill, the 
site of an old uranium mine and followed the 
South Alligator River to its conjunction with 
Dinner Creek. We followed Dinner Creek to its 
source, slowly ascending through open woodlands 
of cane grass and Eucalyptus Phoenica and 
Eucalyptus Miniata both of which were in flower 
providing a canopy of deep orange and red 
blossom against the azure sky and carpeting the 
ground in fallen blossom. On the right-hand side 
of the creek rose a high sandstone plateau, 
fissured with narrow ravines from which 
unnamed creeks trickled into Dinner Creek. 

Beautiful shaded green pools with a mixture of 
rocks and sandy banks provided us with delightful 
swimming holes every three or four hundred 
metres. The vegetation alongside the creek was 
denser with paperbarks, pandanus and rainforest 
trees. 

Camping at night was always beside the creek, 
usually to the sound of waterfalls or cascades, with 
the chirping of white-gaped honeyeaters or the 
raucous call of either black or white cockatoos. Our 
topographical map with a scale of one kilometre 
every two centimetres did not show what we were to 
discover. Whilst it indicated a few pools and 
waterfalls, 90% of what we found was not recorded. 
This was a region of unnamed and unrecorded 
waterfalls. The most spectacular we discovered was 

at the head of an unnamed tributary to Dinner 
Creek coming down from the escarpment. 

We followed up this creek for some three kilometres 
through a root-entwined, fern-laden, moss-
encrusted, dark labyrinth of vegetation until we 
arrived at some thundering falls with a six-metre 
drop. It appeared we had come to a dead end as a 
towering wall of rock backed the falls. However on 
closer inspection it was deemed we could scale up a 
section where there had been a rock slide. 

We scaled this and cautiously moved around the 
edge of the falls to find that there were a series of 
two more falls and cascades with large pools 
inviting enough for us to swim in. Refreshed, we 
pressed on through some beautiful water gardens of 
trigger plants and bladderworts. Eventually we 
found ourselves in a narrowing ravine surrounded 
by cliffs towering 100 meters above us and tall thin 
rain forest trees reaching for the light with a great 
carpet of leaves on the moist earth below. 

The sound of running water ceased as we 
approached a black gaping hole in the cliff face from 
which the silent water slid on its journey. This was 
it, we could venture no further. 

We were prepared to turn back until, curious; I 
waded into the waist-deep, dark water at the 
entrance of the cave as a stream of bats emerged 
from its impenetrable interior. I was prepared to 
swim in the dark interior, but the water didn’t 
deepen and I could just discern that the cave split 
into a left and right fork and low down in the left 
fork was a glimmer of light. I cautiously moved 
towards it and found that the water was becoming 
shallower with a sandy bottom. 

I turned another corner and crouching down came 
to an opening where I stood spellbound at what I 
saw. A primordial, undisturbed world that very few, 
if any, Europeans had seen before. Here was a vast 
sink-hole that had a beautiful pristine lake inside 
with a 20-metre waterfall cascading into a narrow, 
deep fissure before overflowing into a circular pool 
of about 30 metres in diameter surrounded by 
evergreen rainforest, dense and struggling up into 
the circle of light above. 

It was a place to treasure, a place to dream, a place 
to be in awe of. It was an unexpected discovery 
where indeed we found green fresh water sponges 
in the pool. It was part of the wonderful wild beauty 
of Kakadu national Park in the Northern Territory 
of Australia. 

The photos are of the waterfall flowing into the 
sink-hole and looking up into the sink-hole after 
emerging from the cave. 
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A SUMMER EVEA SUMMER EVEA SUMMER EVEA SUMMER EVE    
It is a summer eve and all is still 
Save the low murmurs of a trickling rill, 
That winds its tiny way, now hid, now seen, 
Leaving bright verdure, where its drops have been; 
Soft bends the tall grass to the waving air, 
And rich the scent of many a blossom fair; 
The meadow-sweet her foam-like petals spreads, 
The ruddy loosestrife bows her clustered heads, 

With fainter fragrance, paler tints arrayed, 
The wild rose blossoms in the hedge’s shade, 
And where the waters through the mosses gush, 
Gleam the pink buckbean, and the flowering rush. 
From the rich meadows stretching far away, 
Comes up the fragrance of the new-mown hay. 
Among the lime tree’s scented boughs is heard, 
The thrilling song of evening’s lonely bird; 

While in the sky, with gold and crimson spread, 
The glorious Sun-god seeks his western bed; 
Around his state, there he in gorgeous fold, 
Rich gloating clouds of purple and of gold; 
Softly he sinks, while dark, and darker still, 
Shades the steep outline of the distant hill; 
Fainter and paler glows the ether blue, 
As the last gleam of light is lost to view; 

Then in her swathing robes of sober grey, 
Twilight proclaims, past is another day! 
(Isabella Caulton, 1865) 
 

THE POWER OF POETRY 
Poetry is the lighthouse of life 
Guiding the lost from a stormy sea. 
Without its presence darkness prevails 
Keeping us from all we can be. 

Poems are used to convey passion 
By poets of both good and evil mood. 
Some are hateful, others loving 
Sharing thoughts to be consumed as food. 

Verse can lead us to glory or doom 
As we partake with others within. 
Depicting our past, present and future 
With words of man’s grace or sin. 

Always remember the power of poetry 
Is used by both heaven and hell. 
It’s up to us to choose our pleasure 
As poetry remains alive and well. 

 

WinterWinterWinterWinter 
Every winter 
When the great sun has turned his face away 
The earth goes down into a vale of grief, 
And fasts, and weeps, and shrouds herself in 
sables, 
Leaving her wedding garlands to decay – 
Then leaps into spring to his returning kisses. 
(Charles Kingsley) 
 

EMPTY NESTERS 
Well, here we are, Darby and Joan. 
The kids have all left, at last we’re alone. 
When peeling spuds there’s always too much for 
two, 
I really must work out just how many to do. 
There’s less washing and tidying-up to be done, 
We should get out and have some fun. 
Another big plus to being on our own, 
We can actually get the use of our telephone. 
Their friends no longer ring all hours day and night. 
With joy I told them, ‘They’ve left the nest and taken 
flight.’ 
Another service they no longer need, 
We’re not the after-party free taxi. 
And it’s oh, so peaceful with their loud music gone, 
We can hear the birds in the garden, 
That’s more like our kind of song. 
And I’m having a big spring-clean before long. 
Just to make sure they’ve left nothing behind. 
Though outside there’s plenty of their gear to find, 
Stuff that wouldn’t look good at their new homes. 
‘What are we going to do with that lot?’ 
My husband groans. 
I tell him, ‘They have had a fair warning. 
A huge skip bin will arrive in the morning. 
Into it will go their lot 
Plus some extras we’ve got. 
It won’t be too much of a bother. 
You’ll get to see from one side of your shed to the 
other.’ 
After all that at last we feel free. 
We have spare rooms, we can invite company. 
By the phone we are expected to wait for the kids to 
ring, 
Just in case they should find they need something. 
So now there’s a message on the answer-machine, 
‘If you’re our kids we love you a lot and we’re not 
being mean.’ 
Elizabeth Stockwell, Swan Hills Region 
 

THE DALLIACE OF THE EAGLES 

Skirting the river road (my forenoon walk, my rest) 

Skyward in air a sudden muffled sound, the 

dalliance of the eagles, 

The rushing amorous contact high in space 

together, 

The clinching interlocking claws, a living, fierce, 

gyrating wheel, 

Four beating wings, two beaks, a swirling mass tight 

grappling, 

In tumbling turning clustering loops, straight 

downward falling. 

Till o’er the river poised, the twain yet one, a 

moment’s lull, 

A motionless still balance in the air, then parting, 

talons loosing, 

Upward again on slow-firm pinions slanting, their 

separate diverse flight, 

She hers, he his, pursuing.          Walt Whitman 



 

  

CRYPTIC CROSSWORD No.110 by Sonia Kellett 
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Across: 
1. Turn the latches on alpine 
    dwellings (7) 
5. A green type, perhaps? (5) 
7. Creep in the street strangely 
    with a ritualistic staff (7) 
8. Keep ochre here in an 
    important period of time (5) 
11. Pretend there’s a cliff ahead 
     (5) 
12. Go back over the poetry? 
     (7) 
14. The kind of meal to give you 
     gas in the middle region 
     (11) 
16. Not drunk within (3,2,2) 
 

18. This clue is transparent (5) 
20. A wider view of the peculiar 
     (5) 
22. Wildly destroyed a grave 
      (7) 
23. Turn to this turn of phrase (5) 
24. A time it takes to imperson- 
      ate (7) 
Down: 
2. Loudly interrupts with some 
    cheek (7) 
3. Go another round to celebrate 
    (3,2,6) 
4. Replacing this auto part 
might make you weary (4) 
5. To wow add a whiz! (3) 
 

6. Wrinkles in a loose scrum? 
    (4) 
9. For a preponderant effect 
    use all modern paint (11) 
10. Control using a long one 
     (5) 
13. Make a good return, per- 
      haps (5) 
15. Swear you’re doing you’re 
      best! (15) 
17. Rise to the finish to cause 
      disarray (5) 
19. Somewhat crazy but in a 
      soothing way (4) 
21. Returning halfway in a 
     rather vague way (3) 
 

 
 

From the Editor: 
Birds and animals abound in this issue. 
(Your editor loves birds and horses, but 
can’t abide cats and dogs!) 
I hadn’t exactly expected a rush for 
someone to take over this role, but so 
far no-one has put a hand up, and so I’ll 
continue in the meantime. 
All scribes, poets and those reporting 
on regional happenings, do send your 
material in to me as my file of interest-
ing pieces is somewhat slender. Don’t 
wait until the next deadline to send 
already prepared regional programs; it’s 
a help to me to have them earlier, and I 
prefer not to have to send reminder 
emails to program coordinators. 

The deadline for the August-
October issue is 5pm on 8 July. 
Send to: sonia.inform@westnet.com.au 
Post to: Sonia Kellett, Unit 2, 296 
The Strand, Dianella, 6095. 
Telephone 9375 6686 
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