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U3A (UWA) CITY LECTURE SERIES
The next City Lecture will be held on Sunday
13 November 2016 at the State Library commencing at
2.00pm. The speaker will be Ms Lorna Cooper of the
Archaeology Department, University of Western
Australia, and whose topic will be “Gallop
House/Nanulgarup: Uncovering Perth’s MultiCultural Past”.
Lorna’s talk will be on a project which is an applied
archaeological exercise in combination with multiple
partners University of Western Australia, National Trust of
Australia (WA), City of Nedlands, Department of Parks
and Wildlife (WA) and the South West Aboriginal Land
and Sea Council that creates a geospatial framework in
which to situate archaeological (excavation and
geophysical) and archival (texts, photographs, maps,
drawings, oral histories) data relating to the little known
Asian market garden dating from the 19th and early 20th
century at Gallop House, Dalkeith, WA.
The Swan River settlement, as the area was known from
1829-1905 CE, is thought to have been more multicultural than historic and archival sources have tended to
portray. The Gallop House market gardens were a
notable feature of this time, but their Asian and Aboriginal
cultural elements have been under-emphasized. Lorna’s
approach helps situate this neglected history and creates
a model to apply to other market gardens in Western
Australia, which contributed more to the economic and
social character of the Swan River settlement than
hitherto acknowledged. A qualitative examination of
multiple sources of evidence has allowed Lorna to
interrogate the dominance in the written histories of the
initial European settlers in the market gardens of Perth
and demonstrate the presence of an under-represented
Asian history in Perth.

ANGKOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK
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Temples such as Angkor Wat are fine examples of
Khmer architecture. Angkor is a major cultural and
religious site, as well as containing high architectural,
archaeological and artistic significance. Read more on
pages 3 and 4.
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Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, 9am to 12noon.
Location: Building 7, University of Western Australia,
Princess Road, Claremont, WA 6010.
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Phone: 6488 1857.
Email: u3a@uwa.edu.au
Website: www.u3auwa.org
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URGENT: INFORM EDITOR NEEDED
David Phillips is stepping down from his role as Inform
Editor after this issue. If you, or someone you know,
would be interested in taking up the position of Inform
Editor, please contact President Peter Alcock at
petara@iinet.net.au.

END OF AN ERA FOR CENTRAL REGION
At the end of this year, Central Region will no longer
have an Operating Committee as no-one has come
forward as Office Bearers to carry out the basic
requirements of running the Region in 2017, and so the
Region will close its activities. Members can continue
to enjoy activities at City Courses, Seminars, Spanish
Conversation and at other Regions. They will be
allocated to alternate Regions of their choosing.
Further details will be the subject of discussion
between current Committee members and the U3A
(UWA) Council.
Peter Alcock.

CITY COURSE: ONE-OFF LECTURE
Please note that there will be a one-off Lecture
presented in the Kimberley Room at the State Library
on Tuesday 15 November 2016 from 10.00 to 11.30 am
by Mia Roth a former Professor from South Africa. The
topic will be “Women in Islam” and only 18 people will
be able to attend. The cost is $5. The topic covers
the areas pertaining to women, with quotes from the
Koran were possible. In addition, it discusses the life of
Mohammed and the early years of Islam in order to
make its attitudes understandable to us in the Western
World.

“MEMORIES ARE MADE OF THIS” –
AGELINK THEATRE AND U3A CONCERT
If you remember the 1950’s then you remember the
wonderful stage shows from that Golden Age of
Musical Theatre. The talented cast will charm you with
an hour of the famous numbers and stories from a
variety of shows – whether your favourite music is from
the Deadwood Stage of CALAMITY JANE and the Wild
West, the enchanting music of Borodin that was
borrowed for the romantic KISMET, the Cockney
streets of London pluckiness of ME AND MY GIRL or
the New York City energy of GUYS AND DOLLS and
WEST SIDE STORY, there is something here for you!
It will be organised by the Mid-North Region at the
Church of Christ Community Hall, 68 Waverley Street,
Dianella which is opposite Centro Dianella on Monday
5 December 2016 from 1.30-2.30pm.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT
The Central Region of our organisation based at
Cottesloe has been a key part of U3A since our
beginnings in 1986 when it was actually based in the
central City and known as CBD. Time has taken its toll
and, despite the best efforts of the Committee chaired
by Keith White and ably assisted by Beryl Channer and

Treasurer Rae Cronin, the Region will cease activities
at the end of this year. I pay special tribute to Keith for
his diligent and cheerful handling of a difficult situation
over a long period. Thank you all. Please refer to the
notice above for further information.
The U3A tour to China is about to get under way and
participants can expect to be welcomed by Chinese
U3A groups and to meet with groups similar to ours via
contacts with the Australia China Friendship Society.
The opportunity is there for other U3A members to get
travel groups together for future purposeful tours to
anywhere of their choosing. Group travel is not for
everyone but if you have 10 or so like-minded people
wanting a tour why not give it a shot?
30th Anniversary themed events have been happening
at Swan Hills who marked the occasion of the first
Council meeting, and North Coast (Hamersley) who
made a nostalgic trip back to their original meeting
place at North Beach.
I draw your attention once more for the need for
volunteers to join the office roster at Claremont on
Monday, Wednesday or Friday mornings. Basic
knowledge of office management and commonly used
software is an advantage but not essential.
The U3A State Conference in October will be looking
at a range of issues around publicity for the
organisation, and keeping the groups vibrant and
interesting for members. Of course you are all
beneficiaries so I encourage you to keep the ideas
coming in and take ownership of the future of your
organisation.
Peter Alcock.

CERTIFICATES OF APPRECIATION
The U3A Council has decided to continue the awarding
of Certificates of Appreciation in year 2017. There will
be a maximum of five certificates awarded to recognise
outstanding service to U3A (UWA) in either Regions
and/or Council. It is up to Regional Committees to
nominate suitable members for consideration by
Council. The following are the criteria for the Award:
 To qualify for the Award, the recipient must be a
member in good standing.
 To qualify for the Award, the recipient should have
performed some outstanding service over a number of
years, over and above holding a specific office.
 All members of Council considering the application
are to be ineligible for the Award in that year.
 The number of Awards each year is not to exceed
five.
 Applications may be submitted by the Committee of
a Region or by Council. No personal applications will
be considered.
 Applications are to be sent to the General Secretary,
from whom Application forms are available.
 Applications are to be submitted to Council prior to
the February Council Meeting for consideration.
 Certificates are to be conferred at the following
Annual General Meeting of U3A (UWA).
Applications must include a statement in support of the
candidate and be signed by the Chairman and
Secretary.
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ANGKOR ARCHAEOLOGICAL PARK
Angkor to be found in Cambodia’s Northern
Province of Siem Reap, is one of the most
important archaeological sites of Southeast Asia.
It extends over approximately 400 square
kilometres and consists of scores of temples,
reservoirs and communication routes. For several
centuries Angkor, was the centre of the Khmer
Kingdom. With impressive monuments, several
different ancient urban plans and large water
reservoirs, the site is a unique concentration of
features testifying to an exceptional civilization.
Temples such as Angkor Wat, the Bayon and Ta
Prohm are fine examples of Khmer architecture,
and are closely linked to their geographical
context as well as being imbued with symbolic
significance. The architecture and layout of the
successive capitals bear witness to a high level of
social order and ranking within the Khmer Empire.
Angkor is therefore a major site exemplifying
cultural, religious and symbolic values, as well as
containing high architectural, archaeological and
artistic significance. In 1993 it was placed on the
UNESCO World heritage list passing all five of the
criteria required.
One of the high points of the Angkor period was
during the reign of King Suryavarman from 1113
to 1150 that saw the construction of Angkor Wat.
The sandstone blocks from which Angkor Wat
was built were quarried some 50 km away and
floated on rafts down the Siem Reap River.
According to inscriptions, some 300,000 workers
and 6000 elephants were involved in the
construction efforts.

The south gate of Angkor Thom is the best
preserved. It is approached from outside via a
causeway that extends about fifty meters across
a moat. On each side of the causeway are railings
fashioned with 54 stone figures engaged in the
performance of a famous Hindu story, the myth of
the Churning of the Ocean. On the left side of the
moat, 54 'devas' (guardian gods) pull the head of
the snake 'Shesha' while on the right side 54
'asuras' (demon gods) pull the snake's tail in the
opposite direction.

The Bayon temple stands exactly in the centre of
Angkor Thom and represents the intersection of
heaven and earth. Bayon is best known for its
huge stone faces with one facing outward and
keeping watch at each compass point. The
smiling image is thought to be a portrait of
Jayavarman himself and has been dubbed the
“Mona Lisa of South East Asia”.

Angkor Wat is most famous for having more than
3000 beguiling apsaras (heavenly nymphs)
carved into its walls. Each of them is unique, and
there are 37 different hairstyles for budding
stylists to check out! Many of these apsaras were
damaged by acid attack when Indians used
chemicals to clean the temples in 1980.

They are now being restored under a German
Apsara Conservation Project.
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The Bayon was the last state temple to be built at
Angkor, and the only Angkorian state temple to be
built primarily as a Mahayana Buddhist shrine
dedicated to the Buddah, though a great number
of minor and local deities were also encompassed
as representatives of the various districts and
cities of the realm. It was the centrepiece of
Jayavarman
VII’s
massive
program
of
monumental construction and public works, which
was also responsible for the walls and of Angkor
Thom and the temple of Ta Prohm. The similarity
of the 216 gigantic faces on the temple's towers to
other statues of the king has led many scholars to
the conclusion that the faces are representations
of Jayavarman VII himself. Others have said that
the faces belong to the bodhisattva of compassion
called Lokesvara.
An Angkor scholar has theorized that Jayavarman
stood squarely in the tradition of the Khmer
monarchs in thinking of himself as a "devaraja"
(god-king), the salient difference being that while
his predecessors were Hindus and regarded
themselves as consubstantial with Shiva and his
symbol the lingam, Jayavarman as a Buddhist
identified himself with the Buddha and the
bodhisattva
The temple contains two long walls bearing a
collection of bas-relief scenes of legendary and
historical events. In all there are more than 11,000
carved figures over 1.2 km of wall. Here are two
examples:

Ta Prohm was built in 1186 during the reign of
Jayavarman VII, a great king who reconquered
the Khmer empire from Cham invaders in the
years 1171-1181. The war caused great damage
to the temple and the ambitious king ordered the
reconstruction of a number of temples.
Archaeological evidence has found that some
13,000 people lived in the temple, supported by
some 80,000 who worked in nearby villages to
provide food and supplies. The temple was also
the headquarters of a vast hospital network and
supplies filtered out to some 100 hospitals located
throughout the empire.
A Sanskrit inscription on stone, still in place, gives
details of the temple: “Ta Prohm 3,140 villages,
took 79,365 people to maintain the temple
including 18 great priests, 2,740 officials, 2,202
assistants and 615 dancers”. Ta Prohm must
have been an important and impressive
monument.
This temple was found by a French zoologist,
Henri Mouhot who was basically looking for
insects and butterflies when he came across it in
virtually a jungle. Massive fig and silk-cotton trees
have intentionally been left growing from towers
and corridors offering a “jungle atmosphere” and
below is one of the best “tree-in-temple” photo
opportunities at Angkor:

There are also many bas-reliefs of goddesses to
be seen at Ta Prohm.
The Khmers defeat the Chams in a land battle
at Angkor

A Khmer Army on the march

This is an article prepared by David Phillips
who toured Cambodia in year 2015.
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U3A SEMINAR 2016
The title of this year’s Seminar was “Pearls of
Wisdom” celebrating the pearl anniversary of U3A
(UWA) and attended by 172 members who braved
the wintery weather. The Seminar was opened by
President Peter Alcock who explained the theme of
the day:
See - may not remember, Hear - might remember,
Remember - actually learn, but Wisdom - means
listening more and speaking less.
The first guest speaker was Professor Lyn Beazley
of Murdoch University’s Science and Research
Ambassador, who spoke on the topic “Science and
Society”. She has been a revered academic for
many years in WA and was the State’s Chief
Scientist from 2006 to 2013. She spent nearly an
hour explaining what scientists in WA are achieving
and deeply involved with, in their various fields. She
was so inspiring and enthusiastic about what is
going on, and swept us up in a whirlwind of surprises
as she described the amazing contribution scientists
in WA are making to our society. She touched on
many aspects of scientific endeavour including:
 climate change
 precision agriculture, with selective breeding of
special strains of wheat and other crops better
suited to our changing environment
 use of drones to observe changes in vegetation
and land fertility
 recycling of water from a mine site to irrigate local
crops
 the development of the WA truffle industry which
is now larger than that in France
 the “ugly food” marketing campaign originating in
Manjimup
 solar electricity generation, with Mandurah
having the highest penetration of any urban
centre in Australia
 seaweed farming pilot development
 use of an underground water aquifer to cool the
supercomputer building in Perth, the largest
cooling plant in the world
 hydrogen production from solar electricity for
export to Japan – “bottled sunshine”
 mRNA modification to treat genetic disorders,
such as muscular dystrophy
 the SKA radio telescope being built in the
Murchison - the largest in the world
 education innovations in selected schools to
stimulate students to study science and
mathematics, and even equipping some schools
with a microscope for every student.
This list almost seems daunting to describe, but
Professor Beazley skipped through the topics with
ease, taking us along for a wonderful ride.

may become the epicentre of science and
mathematics excellence in Australia.
The second guest speaker was the Hon. Fred
Chaney AO who spoke on “Aboriginal Affairs –
Turning Good Intentions into Real Outcomes”,
such as those he experienced during his many
years of association with the indigenous peoples of
WA while he was Minister.
He described their culture as suffering from an
identity crisis because of the way in which they were
treated by the “white man” since colonisation.
While immensely proud of their heritage, history
and country, they have been described by one of
their leaders as suffering from “existential anxiety”,
living in limbo, neither wholly aboriginal nor wholly
white.
To address this cultural chasm, the WA
Government recently enshrined recognition of their
culture in state legislation, essentially developing a
“Treaty” with the WA aborigines, to restore and
preserve their culture, to negotiate the use of their
land and to show respect for them, their heritage
and their identity. No other Government in Australia
has established such a wide ranging relationship
with their indigenous people.
Following a first-class lunch with more food than
wisdom(!), we were addressed by Grace McAlpine
from the Mandurah U3A group whose talk was
entitled “Wit and Wisdom”. Grace launched us into
an inventory of the various sources and practices of
wit and wisdom that have shaped our psyches
through the ages. These included proverbs,
folklore, fables, fairy tales (laced with magic of
course), mythology, poetry, symbolism, parables,
allegories, quotations and various philosophies.
Her presentation was richly illustrated with poems
(including her own), pictures and quotations.
Our last treat for the day was a short witty character
play presented by Peter Flanagan as Samuel
Johnson and Jim Barnes as Oscar Wilde, who
alternately exchanged witticisms and pearls of
wisdom attributed to Johnson and Wilde from their
literature. This presentation added a light-hearted
tinge to the day and was greatly appreciated by the
audience.
Huge congratulations are due to Glenda Batten
and her North Coast (Hamersley) Organising
Committee for one of the best Seminars held in
recent years. The day offered many pearls and
much wisdom on which the audience could reflect
as they retired to their own places in life, with very
full stomachs.
You can view a few photos of the event on our
Website u3auwa.org.
Lynette and Stuart Gibb, Swan Hills Region.

After all that, one couldn’t help feeling that Perth
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SCIENCE CORNER – NICKEL
Nickel is the chemical element with symbol Ni
and atomic number 28. It is a silvery-white
lustrous metal with a slight golden tinge. It
belongs to the transition metals and is hard and
ductile. Nickel was discovered by Baron Axel
Frederik Cronstedt in 1751 in a mineral called
niccolite. Apparently, he had expected to extract
copper from this mineral but got none at all,
obtaining instead a white metal that he called
nickel after the mineral from which it was
extracted.
Australia has the third largest nickel resources in
the world and Western Australia has 95% of the
total Australian resources. It is thus a very
important element in the economics of our State.

(H2S) leaving a pure solution of nickel and cobalt.
This solution is oxidised to convert the
Co(NH3)62+ (cobalt in the +2 oxidation state) to
Co(NH3)63+ (cobalt in the +3 oxidation state)
where the sufide ions (S2-) are oxidised to sulfate
ions, SO42-.
The Ni(NH3)62+ is heated to remove four of the
ammonia groups to facilitate reduction of the
nickel with hydrogen. The ammonia released is
recycled to the first step above which assists in
the economics of the process. Metallic nickel of
99.9% purity is formed in the process:
Ni(NH3)62+
Ni(NH3)22+

→

Ni(NH3)62+

+ 4NH3

+ H2 → Ni + 2NH4+

There are two types of deposits in Western
Australia, the first being sulfides mainly in the
form of pentlandite, whose chemical formula is
written as (Fe,Ni)9S8 and contains small amounts
of copper and cobalt. These deposits are to be
found in the Kambalda region of our Goldfields.
The other deposits are known as laterites which
are silicate materials containing nickel and cobalt.
These are found at a site known as Murrin Murrin
which is some 60 kilometres east of Leonora.

The resulting solution contains Co(NH3)63+ ions
together with the NH4+ and SO42- ions. The cobalt
is removed as cobalt sulfide (CoS) by
precipitation with hydrogen sulphide. The cobalt
sulphide is a valuable by-product of the process.
Ammonium sulphate, (NH4)2SO4 is then
crystallised from the solution and sold to the
fertiliser industry. The Sherritt-Gordon process is
thus an economical process that not only
produces high purity nickel metal, but also
produces the valuable by-products cobalt
sulphide and ammonium sulphate.

Recovery of nickel from the sulfide deposits
begins at Kambalda with concentrating the nickel
from 3% in the raw material to about 12% by a
process known as froth flotation, where the
desired nickel component is separated from the
unwanted material. This product is then
subjected to flash smelting also at Kambalda,
where a product known as nickel matte is formed.
The nickel matte remains a sulfide material but
the nickel content has been built up to about 68%
and also contains low levels of iron, copper and
cobalt. The majority of the nickel matte is taken
by rail to BHP Billiton’s Nickel West refinery on
the Kwinana strip, south of Perth.

The process used at Murrin Murrin bears many
similarities to the Sherritt-Gordon process with
two main exceptions. The first exception is that
there is no necessity for the froth flotation and
flash smelting. The second is that laterite ores
must be digested with concentrated sulphuric
acid at 225oC in titanium-lined autoclaves to
release the nickel and cobalt ions from the ore.
While there are subtle chemical differences, the
reminder of this process effectively goes through
the similar stages of sulphide precipitation and
nickel reduction as in the Sherritt-Gordon
process, and also produces ammonium sulphate
as a by-product.

The recovery of nickel from the nickel matte is
carried out by the Sherritt-Gordon process, first
developed in Canada. For simplicity, only the
more important chemical reactions will be
described here. The first step in the process
separates the nickel, copper and cobalt from the
iron utilising the fact that nickel, copper and
cobalt dissolve in ammonia (NH3), while the iron
is insoluble and is removed as iron oxide,
Fe(OH)3. The nickel and cobalt dissolve as
ammines:
Ni2+ + 6NH3 → Ni(NH3)62+
Co2+ + 6NH3 → Co(NH3)62+
Cu2+ + 4NH3 → Cu(NH3)43+

Nickel is used in many specific and recognizable
industrial and consumer products, including
stainless steel, magnets, coinage, rechargeable
batteries, electric guitar strings, microphone
capsules, plating on plumbing fixtures, and
special alloys. It is used for plating and as a
green tint in glass. Nickel is pre-eminently an
alloy metal, and its chief use is in nickel steels
and nickel cast irons. It is widely used in alloys
with copper, chromium and aluminium that many
readers will know under names such as Inconel.
Nickel is an essential nutrient for some
microorganisms and plants that have enzymes
with nickel as an active site.
David Phillips.

The copper is then removed as copper sulfide
(CuS) by precipitation with hydrogen sulphide
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JOONDALUP REGION GUEST SPEAKER
Local hills author and publisher, Linda Moore,
who writes under her maiden name of Linda
Bettenay (pictured below), was a star performer
on 11 July 2016 when she entertained members
of the Joondalup Region as their guest speaker
with an informative and passionate talk.
Linda’s topic found
great
resonance
with this group of
vibrant and exciting
life time learners.
Linda was able to
introduce her new
novel “The Apple
Core Wars”, a tale
based
on
the
astounding
war
experiences
of
Charlie Parkin, one
of seven brothers to
serve during WW2. Charlie’s boyhood enemy is
Jacky Bellamy from nearby Karragullen. Their
rivalry and childhood dislike, morph into
mateship as they become POW’s and face
unspeakable ordeals. By the end of the war,
Jackie and Charlie had found that they had more
in common than divides them.
“Wishes for Starlight”, Linda's second novel, is
based on real characters, with names being
changed to protect the not-so-innocent. It is the
story of a young deaf-mute Aboriginal boy who
grew up in a time when our indigenous fellowAustralians were treated as though they were
second-class citizens. Starlight’s story is full of
intrigue, injustice, unlikely friendships and a
degree of hope.

husband Mike only recently discovered that his
grandfather
had
been
murdered
and
grandmother, mother and two aunts had been
savagely assaulted and so unearthed a carefully
kept secret that had existed in the family for over
80 years. She also explained how she had
researched the story, discovering strange links
across the globe which assisted her to develop
a complex set of extraordinary characters and
bring this pioneering yarn to life.
All of Linda's books contain a lot more fact than
fiction, which certainly give them an edge on
mere fictional characters and events.
“I was impressed with the delightful welcome.
Special thanks to all of the attendees, especially
Patricia, for arranging for me to come along.
Book writing has allowed me to discover all kinds
of family connections. Sharing the joy behind my
books and my author journey is a fulfilling
experience”, Linda said.
If you would like to know more about Linda's books
and their purchase, visit www.lindasbooks.com.au
or, for details on the author tours, visit her at
www.facebook.com/lindasbookswa.
Patricia Lysons.

WANNEROO REGION’S FIRST EVER
OUTING
Our newest Region, Wanneroo, had their inaugural
outing on Thursday 21 July 2016. Pictured below
are the intrepid band of sixteen members who
braved the cold wind and rain to travel to Mandurah
Foreshore by train and bus – a 1hr and 20min trip!
Fortunately the weather did ease during the day
and a most enjoyable day was had by all. As a new
Region, the main reason for this outing was a social
“get to know you” and it proved most successful.
The Region hopes that this will be the first of many
more outings in the years ahead.

Revered Joondalup member Marian Power
with her copy of “Wishes for Starlight”.
The group was also entranced by the
unbelievable true story behind Linda's first book
“Secrets Mothers Keep” which occurred in
Wubin and Dalwallinu. Linda revealed how her

Ann Marshall.
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CITY LECTURE JUNE 2016
The City Lecture held at the State Library on 12 June
2016 was addressed by Dr Rajat Ganguly of the
School of Management and Governance, Murdoch
University and titled “How Safe is Australia?” It was a
miserable day weather-wise and, together with
disruptions on the Mandurah train line, the
attendance was lower than normal.
In his presentation, Dr Ganguly presented a review of
terrorist attacks both overseas and at home that
represented threats to Australia and Australians. He
reminded us of the arrests made in Australia aimed at
preventing imminent attacks and the recent alleged
attempt to leave Australia by boat from Cape York
Peninsula with the intent of reaching Syria to fight with
IS. He discussed five things with regard to the
existential threat from terrorism:
 The importance of extreme religious ideology which
provides a “message” that justifies and glorifies
terrorist attacks to defend the faith against both
internal and external enemies
 The role of the “messengers” who can be
community leaders, faith leaders or leaders of
terrorist organisations who disseminate such a
message within the community, especially to
impressionistic minds
 The “process" of radicalisation, how the message
given out by the messengers gradually radicalises a
human mind to the point when that person can
consider breaking the law by launching a terrorist
attack. In other words, why are people believing and
accepting the message given out by these
messengers?
 The “facilitators" of the radicalisation process, such
as the internet, email, chat rooms, schools, friends,
places of worship, prisons and fellow inmates.
 The role of the “incubator”, those being the areas of
the world where actual fighting based on these beliefs
is going on, where people can go and practice
fighting, get even more radicalised and trained in
warfare, and then the ‘export’ of that expertise to other
areas of the world.
Despite this rather depressing scenario, he assured
us that Australia, thus far, appears to be among the
safest countries. Law enforcement authorities here
seem to have been more successful than countries
in the northern hemisphere in preventing the sorts of
terrorism outcomes occurring there. However, this
measure of safety can only be relative to what is
going on elsewhere and there may have been
elements of good luck in our relative success,
particularly in the detection of the activities of “lone
wolves”
Lynette and Stuart Gibb, Swan Hills.

U3A CHOIR
The U3A Choir held a concert at the Carramar
Retirement Village on Tuesday 9 July 2016. They
received a wonderful reply from Naznin Aspandiar,
the Occupational Therapist at that establishment.
Naznin commented on how much the event was
enjoyed and appreciated by all. The residents
thoroughly enjoyed the Choir. They connected

emotionally to all the songs and enjoyed the
opportunity to sing-along to familiar tunes. The songs
opened the doorway to memories for all their
residents but, most importantly, allowed some of the
residents who live with dementia to reminisce about
their youth, their past occupations, partners and
family. This is an aspect of music that they value in
the Occupational Therapy Department and they
cherish these rare glimpses into their resident’s past
lives. Most of their residents have limited contact with
the community outside and they all enjoyed the
opportunity to sit and chat with the choir members
after the concert. They appreciated the time spent
and ease with which Choir members mingled and
chatted with the residents.

The U3A Choir performing at Carramar
The Choir meets on the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Tuesdays of
the month from 12 July to 22 November in the Guild
Room at the Wesley Church in William Street, Perth.
Below is a photograph of them in a practise session.
You are most welcome to join them in this happy
environment.

Choir members enjoying Tuesday

Joan Allnutt.

APOLOGY
When Sonia Kellett supplied the article “The Green
Thing” for inclusion in Inform, there was no intention
on her part to claim authorship. The Editor acted in
good faith when he attached her name. To avoid
confusion, please be sure to supply an author, or
mention that the author is unknown, when submitting
articles for Inform.
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REGIONAL PROGRAMS – NOVEMBER 2016 TO FEBRUARY 2017
CENTRAL REGION
Meets on alternate Mondays from 1-4pm at the Community Room of the Grove Library, corner of Stirling
Highway and Leake Street, Cottesloe.

7 Nov

1pm
Percy Grainger - His Life and Music
Roy Shannon
2.30pm
Cunard's Queens - Mary and Elizabeth
Chris Frame
21 Nov
1pm
The Map that Changed the World
Esther Flowerday
2.30pm
Experiences of a Local Naturalist
Don Howe
5 Dec
1pm
Annual General Meeting
Members
2.30pm
Christmas Party and Wind-Up
Members
Meets on alternate Mondays (not on Public Holidays) at Mount Claremont Community Centre, 105
Montgomery Avenue, Mt.Claremont
1- 2pm
Current Affairs Discussion
2- 3pm
Literature and Music Group
Meets on the first and third Thursday of the month at Drabble House, Nedlands.
10-12am Spanish Conversation - Contact Jean on 9284 1731 or at
jeanr64@bigpond.com

JOONDALUP REGION
Meetings take place at the Rob Roddick Community Centre, Dampier Avenue, Kallaroo (opposite St.
Ives Retirement Village). Meetings are held from 11.30am to 3pm on the second and fourth Mondays,
with a social BYO lunch and refreshment break between 1pm and 1.30pm. This is followed by a Guest
Speaker. There are no meetings on Public Holidays.
The Special Interest and Discussion Groups facilitator is Terry Westmoreland (9304 8426). The 1st Book
Club facilitator is Brenda Hugo (0418 859 955). The 2nd Book Club facilitator is Janet Clark. The
Gardening Group facilitator is Clive Paternoster (9305 7231) and the Group meets by arrangement with
members. The Happy Wanderers facilitator is Janis Davis (9305 3370).
Social Events are posted on the noticeboard and read out in notices. The Region has an e-mail address
u3ajoondalupregion@outlook.com for member queries, and the Region contact person is Janis Davis
(9305 3370). Every 5th Monday there is a Luncheon at the Currambine Grill and Bar. If you intend
attending, please call Patricia on 9309 1607 by the previous Sunday evening.
14 Nov

28 Nov

12 Dec
13 Feb

27 Feb

11.30am
11.45am
12.30pm
1pm
1.45pm
2pm
11.30am
11.45am
12.30pm
1pm
1.45pm
2pm
11.30am
11.30am
11.45am
12.30pm
1pm
1.45pm
2pm
11.30am
11.45am
12.30pm
1pm
1.45pm
2pm

Special Interest Groups
1st Book Club
Discussion Group
Lunch
Notices
Willie Creek Pearls
Special Interest Groups
2nd Book Club
Discussion Group
Lunch
Notices
The Signs of a Stroke
Annual General Meeting and Xmas Party
With Flamenco Dancer, Tessa Boyer
Special Interest Groups
1st Book Club
Discussion Group
Lunch
Notices
Elder Abuse
Special Interest Groups
2nd Book Club
Discussion Group
Lunch
Notices
College of Electrical Training

Terry Westmoreland
Brenda Hugo
Terry Westmorland
Members
Members
Laurie Lord
Terry Westmoreland
Janet Clark
Terry Westmorland
Members
Members
Stroke Foundation
Members
Terry Westmorland
Janet Clark
Terry Westmorland
Members
Members
Scott Johnson
Terry Westmoreland
Janet Clark
Terry Westmorland
Members
Members
Steve Hall
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LESMURDIE HILLS REGION
Meets on first and third Tuesdays from 10am-12noon at Falls Farm, Cagney Way, Lesmurdie.
Inquiries to Heidi Pember on 9453 9813 or e-mail at heidipemb@gmail.com
1 Nov
15 Nov
27 Nov
6 Dec
January
7 Feb
21 Feb

Perth Buildings
History of Australian Gardens
Outing to the Tivoli Theatre - Christmas Show
Annual General Meeting and Christmas Lunch at
Falls Farm
Coffee Club - To be advised
Hyden and Wave Rock
A Guide to Rottnest and it's Early History

Anthony Alborn
John Vista
Members
Members
Members
Anthony Alborn
Dr Brian Gunn

MID-NORTH REGION
Meets on alternate Mondays at the Church of Christ Community Hall, 68 Waverley Street, Dianella
(opposite Centro Dianella)
14 Nov 12noon Poetry: Said Hanrahan and the Australian Sunrise
David Twohig
The Japanese Occupation of Singapore
Barbara Johannes
Coming to Australia
Joyce Weinberg
2pm
Penguins, Snow and Ice – An Antarctic Adventure
Ron Crittall
28 Nov 12noon Funny Business
Sonia Kellett
2pm
Grave Sites in the Outback
Trevor Tough
12 Dec 12noon Annual General Meeting
Members
Musical Soiree
Alf Gaebler
Christmas Lunch
Members
6 Feb 12noon Humorous Poetry
Members
2pm
Citizen Science
Dr Nic Dunlop
20 Feb 12noon My Cousin Jean, Founder and Director of the
Toronto Children’s Chorus
Christine Smith
2pm
Spanish Dance
Tessa Boyer
Music Group
Meets fortnightly on Tuesdays from 1.15 – 3.15pm at Dianella Community meeting rooms, 18 Kerry
Street, Dianella (alternate week to Mid-North meetings). Contact Ann on 9444 7782.
Film Club
Meets on alternate Monday mornings to view a recently released film, with coffee afterwards.
Contact Carol on 9370 5692.
Discussion Group
Meets monthly on a Tuesday for coffee/chat at 10am, upstairs at Myer Morley in the coffee shop.
Contact Margaret on 9276 3081.
Excursions
Will be discussed at meetings or contact Ginie on 9271 7263 for further details.

NORTH COAST (HAMERSLEY) REGION
Meetings are held every Friday at the Stirling Leisure Centre Hamersley, corner of Belvedere Road and
Lampard Street, Hamersley. Contact Terry on 9409 1412 for further information.
The Walking Group meets at the Stirling Leisure Centre each Friday and other times by arrangement.
Please contact Nina (9309 5560) or e-mail nbronks@bigpond.com.
Check the Website www.u3auwa.org for changes. On the fifth Friday of a month, outings are organised
and announced at the regular meetings.
4 Nov

11 Nov

18 Nov

25 Nov

11.30am
12.30pm
1.15pm
11.30am
12.30pm
1.15pm
11.30am
12.30pm
1.15pm
11.30am

Beethoven in China
Walking Group
Tasmania
Book Club
Walking Group
The Sinking of HMAS Sydney
Committee Meeting
Walking Group
Annual General Meeting
Poetry

Jim and June Barns
Nina
Peter Flanigan
Anka Babich
Nina
Mike Lefroy
Nina
Members
John Buxallen
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2 Dec
9 Dec

3 Feb

10 Feb

17 Feb

24 Feb

12.30pm Walking Group
1.15pm
Flight of the Wild Geese
12.00 noon Xmas Lunch
11.30am Book Club
12.30pm Walking Group
1.15pm
Annual Quiz
11.30am Music Appreciation
12.30pm Walking Group
1.15pm
The Changes in Life Comforts
11.30am Book Club
12.30pm Walking Group
1.15pm
The History of Gold
11.30am Committee Meeting
12.30pm Walking Group
1.15pm
Aim To Entertain
11.30am Poetry
12.30pm Walking Group
1.15pm
The Royal House of Stuart

Nina
Stuart Usher
Members
Anka Babich
Nina
John Buxallen
Terry Harvey
Nina
Richard Offen
Anka Babich
Nina
Dick Thompson
Nina
Annette Raison
John Buxallen
Nina
Jim Barns

ROCKINGHAM & DISTRICTS REGION
Main meetings are held at Masonic Hall, Wanliss Street, Rockingham, first and third Fridays
commencing at 1.30pm. For Group Studies meetings contact the Group leaders as listed below.
(ML indicates Murdoch Library is the venue.) Inquiries to Valerie on 9527 2911.
4 Nov
1.30pm
Street Chaplains
Garth Eichhorn/Jamie McNee
18 Nov
1.30pm
Portrait Artist at Tinkahill Studio and Gallery John Garde
2 Dec
1.30pm
Annual General Meeting
Members
9 Dec
1.30pm
Christmas Lunch
Members
3 Feb
1.30pm
Astronomy Ambassador – The World’s
Biggest Telescope
Kirsten Gottschallk
17 Feb
1.30pm
Organ and Tissue Donation
Ailsa Allen
Group Studies Meetings
2nd Mon
Nov, Dec, Feb 10am
WA History (ML)
Ann
9592 7386
3rd Mon
Nov, Dec, Feb 2pm
Poetry/Play Reading (ML) Diana
9593 2313
st rd
1 /3 Tues Nov, Dec, Feb 2pm
Mahjong
Frances
9527 2920
2nd Tues
Nov, Dec, Feb times vary Cinema Visit
Liz
9527 9471
3rd Tues
Dec, Feb
2pm
Book Club 1
Gary
9550 4920
1st/3rd Wed Nov, Dec, Feb 10am
Open Learning
Liz
9527 9471
4th Thur
Nov, Dec, Feb 1.30pm
Scrabble Group
Wendy
9527 1560
2nd Fri
Nov, Dec, Feb 10am
Coffee Group
Wendy
9527 1560
th
4 Fri
Nov, Dec, Feb 12noon
Lunch Group
Colleen 0423393183

SOUTH EAST METRO REGION
Meetings are on the first and third Fridays at the East Victoria Park Family and Community
Centre. Inquiries to Norman on 9367 5904.
4 Nov
2pm
Multi-faith Spirituality Exploration
Rabbi Sheryl Nosan-Lantzke
17 Nov
11am Perth Concert Hall – Asher Fisch Conducts Dukas’
Polyucte Overture: Berlioz’ Symphonie Fantastique Margaret 9457 3480
(Thur)
9.40am Pre-Concert Talk
18 Nov
2pm
Annual General Meeting: Committee Reports for
2016 and Elections for 2017
Members
2 Dec
2pm
End-of-Year Celebrations. In-House Entertainment
and Party Fare
Members
16 Dec
2pm
NO MEETING OWING TO PROXIMITY OF XMAS
20 Jan
6pm
Convivial Picnic Dinner in the Idyllic McDougall
Park Landscaped Setting
Members
3 Feb
2pm
Historical Objectives and Achievements
Salvation Army P.R.
17 Feb
2pm
Vast Legacies of Captain Stirling – Part 2.
Anthony Alborn
The following Group meets at East Victoria Family and Community Centre on first and third Fridays of
the month from 11.30am - 12.30pm unless otherwise notified
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Qigong: An easy-to-follow sequence of gentle, slow, body, breath movements to increase body/mind
energy-flow to enhance well-being. This is suitable for all and the Tutor is Doreen Boss (9472 5072).
The following Groups meet at McDougall House, Clydesdale Street, Como
st
1 Mon
1.30pm Current Affairs
Maureen 9350 5992
3rd Mon
2pm
Philosophy Goes to the Movies
Julia
9472 3015
4th Mon
2pm
Play Reading
Alan
9450 2398
The following Group meets at a members’ home
4th Sat
2pm
Book Club
Maureen 9350 5992

SOUTH WEST METRO REGION
Most regular meetings are held at the Miller Bakehouse Museum, 7 Baal Street, Palmyra. History,
Mahjong, World Happenings and Games are held at Kadidjiny Park Hall, 72 Kitchener Road,
Melville. Some meetings are held in members’ homes. Please contact the appropriate person below
for meeting and venue information. For further information, ring Anne on 0419 919 993.
3rd Mon
10.30am Women’s Coffee Club
Judy 0427409791
4th Mon
9.50am
Looking at Books
Ann
9457 1879
Every Tues
12.45pm Mahjong on Tuesdays
Phyl
9364 3604
1st Tues
(time varies) Going to the Movies
James 9272 4929
1st/3rd Tues
9.30am
Writing Life Stories 1
Gaye 9313 8308
2nd Tues
10am
Reading 21st Century Writing
Ann
9457 1879
rd
3 Tues
1.30pm
Poetry
Daphne 9364 3583
4th Tues
10.30am Men’s Coffee Club
Dennis 9317 7919
1st Wed
9.30am
Current Affairs Forum
Dawn 9317 7687
Every Wed
1pm
Learn to Play the Ukulele
Erin
0416100146
2nd Wed
9.30am
History
Phyl
9364 3604
2nd Wed
1pm
Book Group No. 2
Sue
9364 2610
3rd Wed
9.30am
World Happenings
Judy 0427409791
3rd Wed
9.30am
Music Appreciation
Louise 9330 2630
4th/5th Wed
9.30am
Writing for Pleasure
Daphne 9364 3583
4th Wed
9.30am
Games Group
Alice 9364 9511
Every Fri
9.15am
Mahjong on Fridays
Terry 6250 0579
2nd Fri
9.45am
Writing Life Stories 2
Mike
9450 2373
3rd Fri
2pm
Melville Lecture
James 9272 4929
Ad Hoc
TBA
Art Appreciation
Anne 0419919993
The Melville Lecture is held in the Apollo Room, Melville Recreation Centre, corner Stock Road and Canning
Highway, on the third Friday of the month commencing at 2pm. Entry fee of $4 includes afternoon tea.
Members of the public are very welcome.
Friday 18 November Julian Bolleter, UWA Associate Professor at the Australian Urban Design
Research Centre. Julian will speak about the large number of planned projects that never came to fruition
prior to Elizabeth Quay. The foreshore has been contentious since the first plan for Perth was drawn up,
and has subsequently acted as a sinkhole for hundreds of proposals. An investigation of this archaeological
stratum of foreshore drawings allows us to understand changing ideas of what Perth was, what it could have
been, and indeed what it can be.
Friday 17 February Ian Kidd, “Honeymoon to Retirement - 50 Years of Occasional Caravanning
Around Australia”. Ian will discuss some of the things he and his wife saw, learnt and experienced during
short and long touring trips in hired and their own campers and caravans over fifty years.

SWAN HILLS REGION
Meets at 1.30pm on Fridays at Polytechnic West, Eddie Barron Drive off Lloyd Street, Midland in Lecture
Theatre, Block “D”, behind the Administration Block “A”. Inquiries to Maxine Wood on 9250 6292.
4 Nov
11 Nov
18 Nov
25 Nov
2 Dec
9 Dec
3 Feb
10 Feb

Short Talks: An Egyptian Archaeological Dig
A ‘Dig’ Quiz
Rachel Carson
Rhine River Cruise
Volunteering in China
Swan Hills Annual General Meeting and Quiz
Christmas Lunch
Summer Break Activities and Future Planning
Switzerland

Maxine Wood
Brian Loader
Peter Flanigan
Marilyn Loader
Faith Withnell
Members
Members
Members
Brian and Marilyn Loader
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17 Feb
24 Feb

Richard St Barbe Baker: The Founder of
“The Men of the Trees”
The Early French/Australian Connection

Robyn Talbot
Pam Stockwell

WANNEROO REGION
Meets at 1.00pm on the second and last Thursday of each month (excluding December) at the Wanneroo
Recreation Centre, 275 Scenic Drive, Wanneroo. Inquiries to Ann or Dave on 9206 1550. The Book Club
meets at 1.00pm on the first Tuesday of each month (excluding December) at the Wanneroo Library, 3
Rocca Way, Wanneroo. Inquiries to Stephanie on 0429 133 891.
8 Nov
10 Nov
24 Nov
3 Jan
12 Jan
19 Jan
7 Feb
9 Feb
23 Feb

Book Club (in lieu of the Melbourne Cup)
Influence of Italian Migration on W.A.
End of Year Lunch – To be confirmed
Book Club
Jewish Spirituality
Outing in lieu of Australia Day
Book Club
Where Will You Be at 83?
Quirks and Oddities

Members
Terry Harvey
Members
Members
Rabbi Sheryl Nosan-Lantzke
Members
Members
Seniors Housing Advisory Centre
Richard Offen

SWAN HILLS REGION REPORT
As usual, Swan Hills Region hosted a diverse
array of speakers for our winter weekly meetings,
resulting in a wide diversity of subject matter,
including the following.
Brian Loader regaled us to the humour of April
Fools’ Day, a witty expose of some of the most
memorable hoaxes played on the public over the
last few decades, such as spaghetti trees in Italy,
digitisation of Big Ben clock, left-handed golf
balls, tartan paint and rebadging Qantas with a ‘u’,
just to cite a few.
We learnt about the history of lace-making. For
centuries lace makers were sentenced to
sweatshop conditions, poor lighting, long hours
and blindness by the time they were 30 years old,
often suffering from TB. They were forbidden from
making lace for themselves, but were engaged by
the rich and elite or by factories patronised by the
wealthy.
A team of members presented over several
weeks a history of the railway towns of the
northern
railway
from
Northam
to
Geraldton/Walkaway. Each contributing member
presented the history of a different town as we
made our way north - Gingin, Moora, Coorow,
Carnamah, Three Springs, Mingenew, Dongara
and finally Walkaway. The line was gradually
extended north as the land was opened up for
wheat farming. Carnamah became one of the
most prolific wheat producing regions along the
line.
Catherine Baxter moderated a discussion on the
serious business of humour, in which members
revealed their memorable humorous situations.

Discussion ensued on the roles that humour plays
in fostering our relationships with others, and
steering us through difficult moments of our lives.
Esther Flowerday presented a fascinating history
of William Smith, an early 19th century surveyor.
He built up knowledge of the geological structure
of England while constructing canals for the
transport of coal, or surveying the land for the
building of roads in western England and Wales.
He was a meticulous recorder, but much of his
publicised observations were stolen by others and
thereby he failed to receive the credit due to him.
Nonetheless, he persevered with the private
publication of the first geological map of England,
finally being recognised as the “father of
geological science”.
Stuart Gibb presented an update on climate
change science including what is happening at
present, what may happen in the near future, what
steps humanity must take to avert catastrophe
and the atmosphere of hope that is emerging as
people grapple with their own efforts to minimise
their carbon footprints. Not all is doom and gloom,
however the strong message emerged that
Governments must come to grips with the
inevitable and inexorable reality of reducing and
eventually abandoning the use of fossil fuels.
Arthur Tonkin visited us recently to explain how
the United States political system works, the
history behind the adoption of its constitution and
structure, and the separation of executive,
legislative and judicial powers. He shone some
light on this most complex of government systems
that tends to baffle those who live under the
Westminster system as we do.
Lynette and Stuart Gibb, Swan Hills.
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ODE TO THE HIDDEN PLEASURE OF TUESDAY MORNINGS IN THE CITY
A group of like-minded people gather together in the depths of the Wesley Church on Hay Street
Hark and listen, what wondrous sound you will hear!
Voices raised in joyful song; you would think a heavenly Choir had come down to earth on the last
space ship.
Come and join us, we love new people, the more the merrier
Open your hearts, join us, we are proud to say that we are the U3A Choir
The Third Age is the age that you can share all the talents that you have locked away in your hearts
Open up your hearts and renew your dreams, long laying dormant
Come with us and sing a merry song.
Mary Eileen Rolls, U3A Choir.

FROM THE EDITOR
The time has come to call it a day. I have enjoyed conveying to you all the City Courses, Region programs,
members’ articles, crosswords etc. over the past three years in 12 issues. Unfortunately I cannot continue
into year 2017 but I would like to thank everyone who has submitted material to me over that time and, without
such, the magazine would serve no useful role.
David Phillips, Inform Editor.
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CRYPTIC CROSSWORD No.124 by Sonia Kellett
1

2

3

8

4

5

6

11

12

6

9

10

the grid below? All words must contain the centre letter
and each letter may only be used once. There must be
no plurals or verb forms ending in “s”, no hyphenated
words, no proper names and no swear words. Good 18
words, Very Good 22 words, Excellent 26 words,
Genius 30 or more

E R X

13
14

15

O T P

16

17
18

19

E M E

20
21

22

25

23

24

26

Across:

1. You need finders for pals (7)
5. She’s found hanging around trees and on the
table (5)
8. Coat (5)
9. You could fail to do this one! (7)
10. Dave is in at the start to raid (6)
11. She’s normal for the most part (5)
14. Love using the tool, but quiet about it! (6)
15. Use the odd car mat for a landing strip (6)
18. Ship turning in the bay forms a deep hole (5)
20. Go to the dogs! (6)
22. I ring Bella for a flower (7)
24. Heard about Sue? She makes Japanese food
(5)
25. The study is a mess (5)
26. Probable tools for solving cryptic crosswords?
(7)
Down:
1. One may fabricate but in short the reality is
obvious (4)
2. A list that is not inclined! (9)
3. Recount the report (7)
4. Ken was down when the sun was down (6)
5. You may rightly groan when this is played (5)
6. It’s something nice in a drink (3)
7. Delight at the door, perhaps (8)
12. I recall past crimes in the east (9)
13. Was the aide a lass who was attacked? (8)
16. A name is wrong – just can’t recall (7)
17. Bow low and skin the knee? (6)
19. Mostly the same type, smooth and shiny (5)
21. Intends to injure – by beheading, perhaps? (4)
23. A busy conveyance? (3)

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________
Solutions to Crosswords:
Cryptic #123: Across: 1. Meditation 7. Omit 8.
Adhesive 10. Roadie 11. Cream 12. Disdain 15.
Shucked 17. Aglow 20. Commit 21. Unhinged 22.
Lean 23. Tabernacle. Down: 1. Endear 3. Abide 4.
Inertia 5. Now and again 6. Bikini 9. Enhancement
11. Cos 13. Now 14. Perturb 16. Hoover 18. Orwell
19. Usher.
Utterly Clueless #123: Across: Ants, combo,
water, cower, peevish, tool, mange, tooted,
frequency, wed, emu, alit, toed, wren, add, fly, jar,
off, pita, tape, here, sac, age, intensity, extras,
alien, arab, phonics, skate, egret, geese,
sped.Down: Act, noose, two, self, opaque, menu,
beget, oven, who, rod, style, memo,out, eked,
retype, car, wino, duff, inject, area, daze, flux, irish,
ten, assess, pain, her, belie, grate, tan, nice, yaks,
eke, apt, rap, bed .
Word Jumble #11: Chirp, choir, chord, coir, cord,
corm, crim, crimp, crop, DIMORPHIC, dorm, drip,
drop, hori, ichor, micro, miro, morph, orchid, porch,
prim, prod, rich, roid, romp.

From the Editor:
To all contributors, whatever your role, please do
not wait until the next deadline to send already
prepared articles or Regional programs. It is of
great assistance to have them earlier, and it saves
having to remind Program Coordinators.
The deadline for the March and April 2017 issue
is to be advised.
E-mail: To be advised.

WORD JUMBLE No. 12
How many words of 4 letters or more, including at least
one nine-letter word, can you compile from the letters in

Mail: To be advised.
Telephone: To be advised.
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LESMURDIE HILLS REGION VISIT TO
ELIZABETH QUAY AND SWAN BELLS
On 31 May 2016, 12 members of the Lesmurdie
Hills Region met at Falls Farm for a visit to
Elizabeth Quay and Swan Bells. Following a
pleasant drive along Tonkin and Great Eastern
highways to the South Perth Ferry Terminal, we
caught the ferry across to Elizabeth Quay, and this
turned out to be the first ever ferry ride across the
river for one of our members!

played on special occasions, and you have to be
very strong to ring that one.
We then went onto the sixth floor, where you can
see the bells in position and we had the
opportunity to hear and see the bells right next to
us. The observation deck on this floor gave us a
lovely view of Elizabeth Quay, Riverside Drive and
across the Swan River. Our guide put in a coin to
turn on the bells of the 26 Bell Carillon. It played
“Que Sera Sera” for us, and it was very sweet and
loud! This Carillon is the first of its kind in the world.
We were told that a new bell is being cast here in
Perth to commemorate the ANZACS and it will
weigh 6.5 tonnes. There had always been plans
for such a large bell in the tower, so the structure
was built accordingly. They will have to use a large
crane, remove part of the floor of the observation
deck and lower it in position in that way. I am
looking forward to seeing and hearing this bell.

We enjoyed our walk across to the Bell Tower. We
all agreed that the layout of the Quay is very
pleasant. It will be even nicer once the new plants
and trees have become established, and more
places are built where you can have a coffee.
At the Bell Tower we were welcomed by our guide
for the tour. He first showed us the big clock in the
foyer, where the mechanism for the 5 bells has to
be wound up every day. They chime every 15
minutes. We then went to the first floor, which
houses the bell-ringers room. We all sat in a circle
around the room, while a lady volunteer bell ringer
told us about the skill of “change ringing bells“.
There are 18 bells, which is one of the largest sets
of “change ringing bells” in the world. Twelve of the
bells come from St. Martin in the Fields Church in
Trafalgar Square in London. They are said to have
rung when Captain Cook set sail to discover
Australia in 1769 and also when he returned in
1771. These bells which consist of copper and tin
can be traced to before the 14th century! Since the
bells were due for a recast in 1988, a local
bellringer and business man, Laith Reynolds,
instigated their donation to the State of Western
Australia. The other six bells were cast in the
Whitechapel Foundry in London with donations
from the Cities of London and Westminster and
British and Australian mining companies.
We were shown how to pull the bell ropes and it
all looked quite easy, until it was our turn to do it
by ourselves. I got nearly pulled off my feet! It
made me realise how fit and strong you have to be
for this job! Sometimes they play so many
“changes” on the bells that they play for 2 to 3
hours, and we were only pulling on the small bells!
There is a big 1.5 tonne bell which only gets

After leaving the Bell Tower we saw the “Signature
Ring” where the signatures of more than 200,000
students are contained. These signatures from
school students from around WA were previously
etched onto ceramic tiles which were laid around
the Bell Tower at Barrack Street Jetty. In 2014 the
tiles were removed to create this new public space
and two internationally renowned artists, Simon
Gauntlett and Matthew Ngui were commissioned
to create this new work incorporating all of the
original signatures.
If you know anyone whose name might be
inscribed on these tiles, you can type the name of
the school in the designated box on the page and
click “search”. Ensure you are typing the name of
your school and not your own name, as the facility
will only deliver search results for school names.
You can also view the original ceramic tile by
clicking on the tab “Ceramic 2000” above the tile.
You can toggle back and forth between the
original and new tile images using the tabs.
We had a lovely lunch at the Riverside Cafe'. Our
bus driver David picked us up in front of the Bell
Tower. However, four of us walked across the
pedestrian bridge at Elizabeth Quay and had a
look at the Big White Aboriginal Bird before we met
the bus. The inscription around the base of the
sculpture told us that the Aboriginals thought the
ships, with their big white sails, were their
ancestors coming back to visit them.
It was then back to Lesmurdie after a most
enjoyable day!
Heidi Pember.
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