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Sunday 28th April 2019 at State Library theatre
Commencing 1.45 pm (Registrations from 1.15 pm)
Special guest speaker

Dr David Cox presents:

Where are we failing in Australia?
Legislation From Aristotle to John Locke
Dr David Cox is the Chair of the Law Reform Society in Western Australia. In
his presentation he will introduce the history of law and the recognition of
changing needs in society.
The role of the Parliament, the judiciary and the people’s needs are bound
to provide lively debate.
Dr Cox has a Bachelor of Laws with Honours from Murdoch University and
a Bachelor of Science (Biochemistry and Microbiology with Honours and a
Doctorate of Philosophy (Biochemistry) from the University of Western
Australia. He is a Barrister at Francis Burt Chambers. His practice is wide
and varied with a strong focus on assisting clients to identify, protect and
derive value from their intangible assets (such as intellectual Property).
David’s expertise in this regard has been recognised over the past 8 years
in numerous surveys of his peers
Dr Cox’s presentation and discussion will follow immediately after the
formal part of the meeting, the presentation of certificates and
introduction of Council delegates.
U3A (UWA) COUNCIL CONTACTS
President: Valerie Buckley (0438 272911)
Deputy President: Stephanie Mitchell (0429 133891)
Hon Treasurer: Jean Duff (9342 0764)
General Secretary: Christine Oliver (0402 308 044)
Membership Secretary: Contact U3A (UWA) Office (6488 1857)
Inform Editor: Denise Beer (9279 2862)
Website Editor: Ron Mitchell (0439 919670)
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PRESIDENTS REPORT

2018 STATE CONFERENCE A SUCCESS

My ultimate report to you as President of The U3A (UWA) Inc. It
has been an honour and a privilege to be your president for the
past two years, also a period of personal development so I
thank you for that opportunity. I am indebted to the wonderful
people who make up the Council, these include your elected
Delegates who take on many special roles, the General
Secretary, the Inform Editor and the Web Editor. The Office
Volunteers are another vital link in the Club. Newly elected
Delegates assume the role after the AGM on April 28 th.

U3A Network WA together with Mandurah U3A turned
on a superb two day conference for almost one hundred
delegates and other members on 17 and 18 October.
Everything, from the conference venue to the boat
cruise on the second afternoon, was very well organised,
even the weather! (Apart from a shower as we
scrambled aboard the boat). Held in the spacious rooms
of a league football club (Peel Thunder) there was
adequate space for all activities, the speakers were all
excellent and the catering was top class.

Over this period it has been our endeavour to provide
opportunities for the members of the regions to meet in social
and fun ways. I hope you were able to go to the Picnic in King’s
Park this year, one such event, and that you will attend others
during the year. Costs are kept to a minimum
The pillars of our group- the City Courses, the Seminar and the
Library Lectures -have not been as well supported as we’d
hoped. Are people happier staying in their Regions?
Understandable in one way as there are many great things
happening in the regions. But sad, a lot of planning goes into the
combined events and those who attend are always glad that
they did.
Congratulations to all members who have taken on committee
positions in their regions, and to those people volunteering as
speakers and facilitators within their groups.
This year two regions have had name changes to better reflect
the area they serve. South West Metro is now Melville Districts
Region and South East Metro is now Canning River Region.
May U3A (UWA) continue to thrive and grow, and you, it’s
members, enjoy the joy of learning and development of
friendships that membership brings.
Valerie Buckley.

After a welcome by Peter Alcock, WA Network and
Alliance President, and the official opening by local MLA,
David Templeman, the main program began with local
U3A member, David Smeeton’s fascinating presentation
on Mandurah and the Peel District whose history goes
back to the very early days of the Swan River Colony.
This was followed by Professor Lyn Beazley, former WA
Chief Scientist, who covered a range of topics from
research into the local dolphin population (over 100 live
in the Peel estuary), migratory birds (again the
Mandurah area is a hotspot for these), smarter
agriculture, Coderdojo (all about coding) and one of her
favourite projects, microscopes in primary schools.
There were several more great presentations over the
two days and the whole conference was declared to be
a resounding success by local as well as interstate
participants. It even managed to make a small profit.
The next state conference will be in 2020 and it seems
likely to be held in Busselton. Something to really look
forward to.
Peter Flanigan
See the attendees enjoying the Brain Games session
below.

Brain Games session run by Ainslie Lamb, NSW U3A
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NOVEMBER CITY LECTURE - Q & A WITH JOHN INVERARITY
A small, but privileged, group gathered on Sunday 25 November in the lecture theatre of the State Library of WA for the last
City Lecture of 2018. John Inverarity created an intimate atmosphere at the question and answer session as he related family,
sporting and teaching events from his life. He set the scene with some of his own education background which began as a
kindy student at PLC and ended with a position on the UWA Senate. John enjoyed the teaching environment and studied
maths at UWA. He taught at Guildford Grammar, Applecross High, and Scotch College as well as in South Australia and
England and back in WA as Headmaster at Hale School for 14 years. They named their Art and Drama building after him.
John's cricketing life went along beside his working life. John and his wife have two daughters and while he was teaching and
cricketing in England one daughter went to King's College School, Wimbledon as the only girl in the all-boys school. She had
been in a co-ed school in Adelaide so all was fine and the boys looked after her. And this led to the first question for the
afternoon about whether co-ed or single sex schools are preferred. John's answer set the tone for the rest of the talk and it
was that what matters is if it is a good school and that the pastoral care is important. When asked about religious freedom
and LGBT in schools, John said that tolerance and respect need to be foremost. Policies now are such that judgement is
clouded.
John Inverarity was Sheffield Shield captain for WA and SA and said, as in the classroom, it is about getting the group to work
towards the goal. Many of the questions were cricket related and the comment was made about the shorter forms of the
game that things do change and other forms are not necessarily ruined. What is important is the contest between the bat and
the ball. An inspection was made of the idea about sport being part of your life and not all of your life. John worked as a
teacher all of the time and got leave when he was needed to play cricket. His work and family remained a really significant
part of his life. This balance is most important. John thinks that the state squad is paid too much and hence do not have the
need to build up a working life. We heard a bit about some highlights and a little of the lowlights of his time playing cricket
and how John dealt with these. John told the story of a Sheffield Shield match at Adelaide Oval when he was not yet off the
mark and Greg Chappell bowled a medium paced ball that completely changed direction in mid-air, suddenly nose-dived and
flattened the stumps. John left the field and the next batsman was almost at the crease when the umpire signalled dead ball.
A swallow, now also dead and lying some yards behind the wicket, was revealed as the cause. John went on to make 89 runs.
The swallow is now in a display case at Adelaide Oval.
When speaking about the 'win at all cost' philosophy of the recent Australian Cricket team John said that the blame lies with
the performance coaches and others responsible for the team and not with the players themselves. The players know
nothing of the world other than cricket and Test Captains lose judgement after a time. They should be in the position for four
years at an optimum as the pressures from above are too much, as is the money and the cricket. They need to do other
things as well for this to be much healthier. Does the sense of entitlement displayed reflect society? In response John said
that people who are hero worshipped tend to lose perspective. As an example, John said that he loved Shane Warne's cricket
but no more. To the question, 'When will WA win the Sheffield Shield again?', he replied that the players would rather win
the Sheffield Shield than the Big Bash League and that Justin Langer did a lot towards this and that Adam Voges will too. How
do we bring the money paid down to a reasonable level? John says that the money rules but that the cricket scene was better
when less was paid. However, winding it back won’t happen.
When asked about exactly what is ball tampering, John said that he'd never thought to do it. The ball was polished with sweat
or sunscreen. As historical context the abrasive Pakistani pitches were causing reverse swing and this, in John's opinion,
enhanced the game. However, he, John did not artificially enhance the ball.
To bring the ideas together at the close of the session this question was asked; ‘As sporting fans are we getting what we
deserve?' John's reply stated that there are these aspects to consider: 1. Entertainment, 2. Employment, 3. And the most
important - Sportsmanship - sport for sport's sake. Then, as if to balance the ledger a football question about the AFL Draft.
John’s answer, in keeping with his sporting and life philosophy, was that they are away from their family too young; two years
too young. With these closing thoughts John Inverarity confirmed for the audience that they were indeed privileged to have
listened to 'one of the nicest men in Australia' as was promised in Issue 131 September - October of 'Inform'.
Janice Brooks, Swan Hills Region

U3A ASSISTS ACFS PHOTO TOUR
The highly successful U3A tour to China in 2016 had positive repercussions when
we ran a story earlier this year regarding a forthcoming Australian China Friendship
Society (ACFS) tour designed for photographers. Three persons with U3A
affiliations saw the story and booked their places. This made the tour feasible and
the group of 10 returned from China in late September with a collection of
beautiful photographs.
The three pictured are Gabor Bedo (left) his brother Daniel and Hilary Smith.
A spokesperson for ACFS said that the relationship with U3A was much valued.
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U3A Film group- where to from here?
Are you interested in film? Have you ever dabbled in film making? Have you checked out any of the
productions from the U3A (UWA) Film Group? Do you have any thoughts on things the Group could
do? Why don’t you talk to the members about what they do and how you might be involved? Ed.
The U3A film group still exists! It operates informally, currently with 3 participants (from the original 10) and meets regularly
on a Tuesday afternoon at the U3A office, or at a filming location somewhere or at a pub lunch location. We cover a diverse
range of topics mostly to do with scripting, video recording techniques, camera angles, sound recording and editing- but also
a lot which is completely irrelevant to filming but we have a good laugh. We have some basic equipment, largely funded by a
Lotterywest grant back in 2013 and an accumulation of equipment purchased by members over the years.
We wrote a mission statement at the time which reads as follows:
"To learn film making as a group and share the experience with others in the U3A spirit of Living is Learning and to do this by:
• building a professional and creative film unit,
• actively expanding the group's membership and expertise,
• promoting the film group specifically and U3A generally"
I thought it time to revisit that and renew our commitment to expand the group by involving more members who have an
interest or skills in the area of film scripting, recording, photography or editing.
Much of the group’s output has been documenting U3A events, producing video portraits of members and undertaking
projects for other “not for profits” such as Agelink Theatre, Better Hearing Australia WA and Mens Shed Association. Some of
these appear as links on the website.
From time to time we have been asked to “do a U3A promotional video” and this has been attempted but the results have
been less than satisfactory. This got me thinking about the sort of activities we need to promote in order to attract the
recently retired.
U3A thrives purely on the energy and input of its members so any interest group can evolve if say 5 or 6 people are keen to
start something. For newer members this could be a social cycling, dancing , swimming, golfing or music participation groups.
If we did have some of these activities it would not only make the organisation more attractive to a younger cohort but
provide members with a greater variety of activities and the film group with some great material for many more interesting
U3A themed videos.
Peter Alcock
Thoughts for future that we could develop is Podcasting. Maybe for the Country Network?
It is basically creating a U3A radio station on the internet. We set up and record content, say on monthly serial basis. Then go
to website where transmission is arranged and provided by a transmission provider.
Yes, you can learn to make documentaries. This may come as a shock to our ageing older members but there has never been
a time when movie making has been so technically accessible. Those of us in the Film Group have been underwhelmed by the
apparent lack of response from U3A members to the concept of telling factual stories, documentaries that is, or narrative
fictional short movies. Movies of all sorts start with a concept, an idea that is then developed into a movie. Nearly all movies
start life as written idea, maybe it is that very task of having an idea that defeats many of our potential film group members.
You are allowed to be female as well as male, many of our active U3A members are women, who also have many stories to
tell, factual or fictional. You will learn all of these skills, technical, artistic and legal when you have courage to join the WA
U3A Film Group.
Steve A Thompson

GET TO KNOW YOUR COUNCIL MEMBER - STEPHANIE MITCHELL
Stephanie Mitchell is the current Deputy President of the U3A (UWA) Council and delegate for the
Wanneroo region. She is a member of the Finance Committee and is a member of the committee
organizing the U3A Seminars.
Stephanie joined U3A (UWA) in 2016. Stephanie grew up in Launceston Tasmania and became a
primary school teacher. After several years teaching in Tasmania and Sydney she ended up in
Perth in 1976 after spending several years travelling Australia and Asia - a time that included
surviving cyclone Tracey in Darwin and being shipwrecked in the Maldives.
Stephanie has had a long career in adult education and for several years she taught adult literacy
and numeracy in work places and in TAFE Colleges in Perth. During this time Stephanie was the
President of the WA Adult Literacy Council and, since retiring, she has found the perfect outlet for
her love of life-long learning through her involvement in U3A.
Stephanie became the Chair of U3A Wanneroo region in late 2016 and is currently the Secretary of
the region. Stephanie has been very active in growing the region and developing new activities for the members. She set up
two book clubs and a philosophy and ethics group and is working on setting up a City Course about “Literature and the
Environment” that she hopes will be run at the Clarkson library.
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INVICTUS GAMES
The Sydney 2018 Invictus Games truly was a life-changing, unforgettable event. The human spirit truly is indomitable.
You can admire our sporting heroes, our world champions, our Olympic athletes who show unwavering dedication to their
chosen sport, undertaking hours of rigorous training to win medals and to represent their country.
But the young men and women, some not so young, soldiers, airmen, sailors, marines, exhibiting their sporting resilience,
whom I applauded, cheered on, shed copious tears over and remain in complete awe of in Sydney last week are not athletes
or champions of any sport. They are ordinary people who each day helped to make our world a safer place and, in all
instances, at a huge cost to themselves. Medals pale into insignificance compared with the personal goals set and achieved,
the hurdles acknowledged and overcome, the pain accepted and managed, the disability roller-coasters faced and ridden,
the mental fortitude exhibited, the traumas soothed even if only momentarily, by participation in the 2018 Invictus Games.
Determination has never before been so blatantly displayed on the faces of so many and
it reverberated through every sporting event. Every participant was determined to get
the ball over the net or through the hoop or across the line, swim or run or cycle to the
finish line, jump the long jump, hurl the discus, throw the shotput, lift the weights, row,
shoot the arrow, sail the boat, and it didn’t matter a fig if you came first or second
because you were never on your own. There were no stragglers; your mates turned
around, went back and took you over the finish line; no-one came last, no-one was left
behind. From the small contingents from Afghanistan and Iraq to the huge contingents
from the US and UK and, of course, Australia, every single person was your mate and you
looked out for him or her.
We cheered and we clapped till our throats hurt and our voices croaked and our hands
were bruised and then the next day we got up and did it all again because so did they.
They strapped their prostheses on and took them off – and you’ve probably never seen a
lady with a trolley walking along the boundary line of the sitting volleyball court
collecting the prosthetic legs and taking them elsewhere to keep them safe and then
handing them back later. I know I haven’t and believe me it gives you pause for thought.
To witness two burly wheelchair rugby opponents weeping as they hugged each other at
the end of their match, you get some insight into just how much damage has been wrought.
How much did it take Mark, when he learned Garry was the only person competing in the 50 metre breaststroke event, to
teach himself to swim (he said he nearly drowned the first time in the pool) just a few days prior so that the event could go
ahead? Why – nothing, ‘cos he was a mate. And then, to his chagrin, beat him by 0.28 sec. Just as an aside, Mark (from the
UK) has one arm and no legs and Garry (from Australia) was injured in the Black Hawk incident and has one good leg and
limited use of his arms. Yep, we clapped and cheered and shed tears.
Unheralded in our community are a number of small children who through terrible childhood diseases have lost limbs. This
fact of life runs pretty much under the radar for most of us. But I felt honoured to see many examples of selflessness from
these injured service personnel taking time to talk to the children who had been brought to the venue by their parents,
spending precious moments with them, involving them in their preparations and in the medal ceremonies. The happiness
amongst the kids was a delight to watch.
And yes, I got goose bumps when the New Zealand contingent performed a kapa haka for their team member, the only
tetraplegic at the Games, when he received an award for the effort it took him to participate in the wheelchair rugby. It was
an amazing sight these 60 burly Maoris performing at their awesome best. It brought the whole auditorium to its feet at the
closing ceremony and yes, we clapped and cheered and shed more tears.
And we also had the humour when Matt from Australia (of course) gave Harry the impossibly tight budgie smugglers
(Speedos) which the prince then wore over his jeans – good look!
Oh, to be able to bottle the positive feeling that permeated the weeklong event. It would make such a difference to our daily
lives. I know it will mine and I feel privileged to have been part of it.
Report submitted by Vicki Richards a member of the Wanneroo Region

ROCKINGHAM CHRISTMAS LUNCH
In
December
members
of
Rockingham and Districts Region
were treated to a Christmas Lunch
prepared and presented by our
own Colleen and David Hardie.
The occasion greatly enjoyed by
all. We were totally in awe of their
efforts on our behalf!”
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(CAN DAFFODILS) TURN BACK TIME?
One fine morning about twenty years ago I was out in my garden planting daffodils. Nothing much on my mind that I recall,
but in that moment at that moment, I was back as I had been at age twenty nine. Thirty years had dissolved in an instant
leaving me exposed to the shock of the real-me in all my finer feelings at that precise time when I was twenty nine.
In those few split seconds, no more than ten at most, I realised how time becomes flesh and wraps itself around us every day
of out lives; moulding and configuring us in our own emotional dross.
I had, as I said, only a few precious moments to ponder on these things before the sensation began to fade (try as I might to
hang on to it) and bring me back to me at age fifty nine.
How to account for such a happening? Perhaps there is more to Daffodil bulbs than meets the eye, the inward eye? Maybe
the poet William Wordsworth knew more than he said, when he wrote of ‘the Daffodils flashing upon (his) inward eye,’ in his
time! And just maybe one or two Daffodil bulbs in our pockets is all that it takes to turn back time for each and anyone of
us...why not try it sometime.
Jean Sayer

Jean is a regular contributor to Inform, I have included her correspondence to Tim Entwhistle and his reply, apologies for the
small print on the letters but space does not allow more, if you receive this as a digital copy you can enlarge it on screen. Ed.

MID-NORTH WRITERS GROUP
During 2017, a small, but enthusiastic group of Mid-North members have been gathering at Morley Library on the first
Wednesday of each month for their Writers Group meeting. We would be happy to welcome any member of U3A to join us if
they enjoy writing. Call Ginie at 0431138188, if you want more details
While we have an agenda, the meetings have a friendly informality, which makes them most enjoyable. At each session, we
start with ten minutes of ‘free writing’ on a subject chosen on the day. It is invigorating to discover how one subject can result
in so many different interpretations! There is no right or wrong way. We share kindly critiques and encouraging comments,
but no harsh criticism is allowed. After a short pause for refreshments, we tackle our next task. This is the reading of our
‘Home Work’, a short piece written on a subject we chose at the last meeting. The following is an example of one of these.
What Would I do if this Happened?
How sad it is that as we age, we lose the innocence of our youth. How wonderful it was when we really believed that Father
Christmas flew through the sky carrying presents for us. Magical events seemed logical and entirely possible.
We accepted that there could be an amazing Faraway Tree in the woods, inhabited by an assortment of eccentric beings. Also,
that Alice could slip down a rabbit hole to Wonderland and children could climb into a wardrobe to have adventures in
Narnia. It was also the time when we knew there really might be fairies living at the bottom of our garden.
I would love to believe I had fairies in my garden, but instead make do with an eclectic family of gnomes. These are by no
means of the common or garden gnome variety, but are the idiosyncratic products of my friend Brian, (not his real name) now
sadly deceased.
Brian suffered all his life from Bi-Polar mood swings and his gnomes reflected his state of mind at the time of their creation.
Thus some look sad, or contemplative, but most are happy fellows. I have an endearing little couple holding hands and others
in various postures. There is even one nude gnome holding a bar of soap. He sits by my pond.
How I would love my gnomes to come to life so I could talk to them. I wish this especially, as I regard them as an embodiment
of my dear friend Brian. Through them, I could once again carry on the lively conversations I had with him while watching, as
he fashioned his latest masterpiece.
However, on some nights, especially when the moon is full, my little dog barks at what seems to be nothing at all. Perhaps she
senses the gnomes are stirring. Maybe this is when I should be seizing the opportunity to catch them in a communicative
mood.
Ginie Bristowe
6

HAVE A GO DAY
On Wednesday 14th November we promoted U3A at Have a Go
Day. This is an important annual event conducted by the Seniors
Recreation Council of WA Inc. where over two hundred sites and
organisations of interest to Western Australian seniors showcase
their activities to the thousands of seniors who attend.
Our striking new banner and flag attracted a great deal of
attention to the marquee U3A shared with 4 other organisations,
including HARP from UWA. We thank our 7 volunteers from
Regions across the metropolitan area who were extremely busy
handing out U3A publicity material. Our blue tote bags with large
U3A logo and website details were particularly popular which
provides great publicity for us over a long period of time.
Also very popular was a double sided information flyer distributed
by the Melville and Districts Region. People were looking for detail
of programs and locations of their local Regions and we hope to
develop interest from Regions in preparing their own flyers as handouts for this year’s event.

MARIA VOLKONSKY
‘While travelling you often hear of stories of remarkable people little known outside their own country. One such was Princess
Maria Volknsky who, aged 19, followed her husband into exile in Siberia, made a comfortable life for herself, and for the
community she found herself living in.’
It was December 1825, when a secret society of young officers staged a revolutionary attempt in St Petersburg. They tried to
introduce the idea of a Russian constitution while refusing to swear allegiance to the new tsar, Nicholas I. Known as the
Decembrists, they were arrested, tried, and convicted. Over 120 of them were exiled to work in Siberian mines. Although the
Tsar said women of exiles were to be regarded as widows, eleven women followed the men into exile. Their husbands toiled
in chains from six in the morning until 11 at night, in salt, silver and lead mines. The wives were allowed to visit them only
twice a week. Gradually, the prisoners’ conditions improved and eventually they received amnesty.
The most famous of these women was Maria Volkonsky. When Maria - beautiful, highly cultured - married Prince Sergey
Volkosnkii, her family was thrilled. She was set to live in splendour in one of his magnificent palaces for the rest of her life.
Twenty-one year-old Maria was married only for year when her husband was arrested. Her family was very upset and
objected to her decision to follow him into exile, begging her to consider her infant son.
(The Tsar prohibited the taking of any children along). Despite her family's pleas, she set
out on her long trip to Siberia leaving her infant son behind. When she arrived in Irkutsk,
she had to sign a document renouncing all her rights and titles, and acknowledging she
would never be allowed to leave, even upon death of her husband. She had just completed
a journey of no return. This young woman signed a one-way ticket leaving everything and
everybody, except her husband, behind.
Then there were the long years of brutal reality. She learned how to perform basic chores,
negotiated with prison guards to allow wives to deliver food and clothing to their
husbands, pleaded with authorities to ease conditions, maintained contact with families
back home for many prisoners and supported other wives who followed their husbands.
Many years later, under her influence, a theatre and concert hall was opened in Siberia.
She became involved in the local hospital - reorganized staff, introduced measures of hygiene and helped open a new wing.
Maria was well respected and adored by the community in which she lived. In Irkutsk, Maria had another three children, one
of whom died at birth.
Unfortunately, her marriage to Sergey was not perfect, and with time they drifted apart. As Maria stayed strong and active,
Sergey lost interest in life, did not take care himself and eventually turned into an eccentric old farmer. Divorce was never
discussed. Maria and Sergey stayed together until her death in 1863, aged 58. He died not long after.
Judith Amey
In 1987 Anthony McCarten, a New Zealand-born novelist, filmmaker, and
playwright, wrote with Stephen Sinclair the hugely successful stage show Ladies
Night about a group of out-of-work men who decide to stage a strip show. I
saw the hilarious Wellington production. Following its successful run they took the show on to Australia and England where
again it had a very successful run. Their play Ladies Night was translated into twelve languages and played worldwide. Then
along came the film The Full Monty. The New Zealanders sued the film company for using their material and eventually the
case was settled out of court. Anthony McCarten produced and wrote the screenplay for The Theory of Everything and
Darkest Hour, both films earning him Academy Award nominations. Sonia Kellett

NOT THE FULL MONTY!
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University of the Third Age
(The University of Western Australia) Inc.

THIRTY THIRD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held on Sunday 28th April 2019 at the State Library Theatre, Perth
commencing at 1.45pm
Notice is hereby given to all members of the University of the Third Age (The University of Western
Australia) Inc. that the thirty-third Annual General Meeting will take place on Sunday the 28 th April 2019
at the State Library Theatre, commencing at 1.45pm. Please note that only financial members are able
to vote so please ensure your membership is up-to-date prior to attending.
Registration will commence at 1.15pm. Please arrive early. Every member attending the AGM must sign
their Regional Register as this will become part of the record of the AGM. A quorum of 10% of the
membership is the minimum requirement so we urge you to be one of the 100 or so members to
attend.
Proxies must be presented to the General Secretary at the Annual General Meeting before the
commencement of the meeting. Members unable to attend the AGM in person may assign to another
financial member the authority to vote as a proxy on the assignor’s behalf. Please note that “no
member shall appoint more than one proxy simultaneously. No member may act as proxy for more than
one assignor at any meeting” (Standing Orders 9.1.2).
Authority to act as a proxy must be in writing on the form provided by the Association. The Proxy
Voting Form may be requested from the General Secretary prior to 12 noon on Monday 22 nd April 2019.
Nominations for the election of President, Deputy President, General Secretary and Honorary
Treasurer of U3A (UWA) Inc. may be lodged with the General Secretary prior to 12 noon on Monday
22nd April 2019. Nominations for these positions may also be taken from the floor on the day at the
meeting.
The Officers of the Association will be appointed at the first meeting of Council following the AGM.

The Regional Delegates will be introduced to the membership at the AGM and assume their role as
Councillors at the first meeting of the Council following the AGM.
Special Resolution: See Agenda

Valerie Buckley
President
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UNIVERSITY OF THE THIRD AGE
(THE UNIVERSITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA) INC.
THIRTY THIRD ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
To be held on Sunday 28 April 2019 in the State Library Theatre, Perth commencing at 1.45 p.m.
AGENDA
OPEN AND WELCOME
ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF AGM HELD ON 18th March 2018
Moved.......................................... Seconded..........................................
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES
HONORARY TREASURER’S REPORT
Moved.......................................... Seconded..........................................
PRESIDENT’S REPORT

ELECTION of President, Deputy President, Treasurer, & General Secretary
INTRODUCTION of Delegates for 2019 Council
APPOINTMENT of Trustees
SPECIAL RESOLUTION
Change to:
The U3A (UWA) Inc. Rules
Part 3 Members - Division 2 – Membership Fees - 12 Membership
Current:
(4) If a member has not paid the annual membership fee within the period of three months after
the due date, the member ceases to be a member on the expiry of that period.
Proposed:
(4) If a member has not paid the annual membership fee within the period of one month
after the due date, the member ceases to be a member on the expiry of that period.
Rationale:
Currently, people whose membership may have expired can enrol for City Courses and
Regional Activities as these open in February.
Non- financial members are not covered by insurance when attending said activities.
GENERAL BUSINESS
CLOSURE OF MEETING
Following the official business, Certificates of Appreciation for outstanding service will be presented.
Guest speaker
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REGIONAL PROGRAMS
CANNING RIVER REGION (PREVIOUSLY SOUTH-EAST METRO REGION)
Meetings on the first and third Fridays at St Augustine’s Church Hall, Corner Park and Cale Streets, Como
Mar 1
2 pm
and Voyage to America”
Mar 21 (Thurs) 11am

Anthony Alborn
Perth Concert Hall

The Fenians – Escape from Prison –
and Voyage to America
Asher Fisch Conducts Tchaikovsky's
Nutcracker Morning” and Respighi

Norman 9367 5904
Margaret 9457 3480.
Booking at SE Metro
Region 6 weeks prior
(February 1 Meeting)

9.40 am

Pre-Concert Talk

Mar 15

9.30 am

Mandurah Outing - By Train or Car for Boat Cruise
Canal Tour - Lunch on Board

Apr 5
Apr 19

2pm
Susanna Hooper.
Sugar: Boon, Health Benefit - OR NOT? Norman 9367 5904
GOOD FRIDAY” – NO MEETING
This group meets at McDougall House, Clydesdale Street, Como

3rd. Mon

2pm

Philosophy Goes to the Movies

Petra

Julia

9367 5904

0458547931

It would be much appreciated by Julia if intending participants in the Philosophy Group could kindly telephone the above
number, before attending the Sessions, to confirm that it will be held on the day.

JOONDALUP REGION
6 March
11 March
25 March
3 April
8 April
15 April

11.30
1.15
11.30
1.15
11.30
1.15
11.00
1:15

17 April
22 April
29 April

12.30

st

1 Book club
2nd Book club
Art class
Creative Writers
Ethics/History
Garden Lovers
Happy Wanderers

Happy Wanderers Outing
Discussion
Talk about free will
Welsh History
Quiz
Happy Wanderers Outing
The poetry of love
A south American Sojourn
Art Group
Book Club 2
Book Club 1
Creative Writing
Garden Lovers outing
Easter Monday – no meeting
Lunch at Currambine Bar & Bistro

Barbara Houston
Sol & Terry
Nick Garrett
Win Tilbury
Heather & Terry
Barbara Houston
Warwick Connor
David Phillips
Judy Hollinshead
Janet Clark
Brenda Hugo
Patricia Thomson
Win Tilbury
Kate McTavish

Brenda Hugo 0418 85 9955,
Janet
9306 4494
Judy Hollinshead
0406 753 522,
Patricia Thomson 0499 588 867,
Barry Lake
Win Tilbury
0433 217 801,
Barbara Houston
0417 961 045,

LESMURDIE HILLS REGION
The Lesmurdie Hills Group meets from 10 am to 12 midday every first and third Tuesday of the month. In the months that
have 5 Tuesdays, we organise an outing for the club on that day. Visitors are always welcome!
We meet at "Falls Farm" Cagney Place, Lesmurdie
Our contacts are Kay on 9453 1436 and Heidi on 9453 9813 and 0437 441 024
Date
March
5th
19th
26th
April
2nd
16th
23rd
30th

Subject

Speaker

All that glitters is Gold
Crete and the Minoans
Coffee Club TBA

Garry O'Hagan
Peter Merralls
Members

The Fennians
RAC - Road Safety Workshop
Coffee Club TBA
Club Outing - Foodbank

Anthony Alborn
Tanya Manzi
Members
Members
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MELVILLE AND DISTRICTS REGION (FORMELY SOUTH WEST METRO REGION)
GROUPS MEETING IN THIS REGION
Meetings are held on weekdays and generally last about 2 –
2½ hours with a break for refreshments. Your annual
subscription to U3A allows you to attend meetings in this
region, in all other WA regions and in the city (http://
www.u3auwa.org/) . At most meetings there is a modest
charge of around $3-$4 for room hire and refreshments.
Mondays
Philosophy – Trinka 0403607448 2nd Monday of the month
at 9.30am at MB.
Women’s coffee club – Judy 0427 409 791 3rd Monday of the
month at 10.30am at David Jones Cafe, Garden City.
Looking at books – Ann 9457 1879 4th Monday of the month
at 9.50am. Deli Di Mondo Café, Attadale.
Tuesdays
Mahjong on Tuesdays – Lawrie 0417967755 Tuesdays weekly
at 12.30pm at KPH.
Going to the movies – James 9272 4929 1st Tuesday of the
month around noon at Luna SX Fremantle and afterwards in a
cafe.
Writing Life Stories 1 – Gaye 9313 8308 1st & 3rd Tuesdays of
the month at 9.30am at MB.
Reading 21st century literature - Ann 9457 1879 2nd Tuesday
of the month at 10am at MB
Poetry – Sandra 9335 6703 3rd Tuesday of the month at
1.30pm at MB.
Men’s coffee club –Kesi 9316 0359 4th Tuesday of the
month at 10.30am. David Jones cafe, Garden City (May-Aug)
and Dome at Deep Water Pt. (Sept-April)
Wednesdays
Learn to play the ukulele – Erin 0416 100 146 Wednesdays
weekly at 1pm at MB.
Current affairs forum – Ian Kidd 9329 9058 1st Wednesday of
the month at 9.30am at MB .
History – Ian Kidd 9329 9058 2nd Wednesday of the month at
9.30am at KPH.
Writing Life Stories 2 – Leo 0417923770 2nd Wednesday of
the month at 9.45am at MB.
Music appreciation – Louise 9330 2630 3rd Wednesday of
the month at 9.30am – 12md at MB.
World happenings – Judy 0427 409 791 3rd Wednesday of the
month at 9.30am at KPH.
Games –Barbara 9364 4510 4th Wednesday of the month at
9.30am at KPH.
Writing for pleasure –Angela 9330 1674 4th Wednesday of
the month at 9.30am at MB.
Thursdays
Spanish for beginners – James/Judy 9272 4929 Thursdays
weekly at 9.30am at MB.
Fridays
Mahjong on Fridays – Rhys 9335 6703 Fridays weekly at
9.15am at KPH.

Italian for beginners – Norm 9417 4546 Fridays weekly at
9.30am at MB.
Melville Lectures - James 9272 4929 3rd Friday of the month
at 2pm at Melville LeisureFit.
This is a public lecture with interesting speakers. Visitors are
welcome to attend so why not bring a friend along – it’s a
good way to introduce them to U3A. $4
VENUES - SOUTH WEST METRO REGION
MB Miller Bakehouse Museum, 7 Baal Street, Palmyra
KPH Kadidjiny Park Hall, 72 Kitchener Road, Melville
Luna SX is on Essex Street, Fremantle
David Jones café, 1st floor at DJ’s Garden City Shopping
Centre
Dome Café – The Esplanade, Deep Water Pt.
Deli Di Mondo Café, Hislop St., Attadale
Melville LeisureFit – Cnr Stock Rd & Canning Hwy, Melville
(look for our signs)
MELVILLE LECTURES
Friday 15 February 2019 at 2pm. Dr Celeste Rodriguez Louro
“Don’t pull your hair out! Language is always changing”
Language changes all the time. We are all aware of these
changes and may even remember expressions that we used
at different stages of our lives but no longer work in the 21 st
century. Our speaker, who is from UWA, will talk to us about
how language is changing, focusing on how younger people
interact and illustrating with real-life examples taken from
her ever-growing corpus of English in Western Australia. Join
us for this event and at last understand what the
grandchildren are REALLY saying.
Friday 15 March 2019 at 2pm. Professor Thomas Bräunl
“Renewable energy vehicle project”
A return lecturer after five years to see what progress is being
made. This speaker is also from UWA.
Friday 19 April 2019 There will be no Melville lecture on
Good Friday.
NEW GROUPS
MAHJONG FOR BEGINNERS – Details of the next course will
be
announced
shortly.
BRAIN GAMES – We hope one of our members will take on
the challenge of leading this group.
SOCIAL
Following the success of our picnic in the park and quiz
afternoon in 2018, we plan to organise similar events this
year as well as a crazy whist afternoon.
EXCURSIONS
Excursions to interesting places in and around Perth are being
planned for this year. We look forward to members
supporting this initiative.

What a busy edition of Inform, so many contributions from so many of you and a lot of information from the regions on
activities as well as the AGM notice, agenda and financials and of course your programmes for March and April. Because of
this I have had to compress your articles and photos to fit it all in. Keep sending in you contributions as this is your magazine.

DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 29 MARCH 2019. PLEASE SEND ARTICLES AND PROGRAMS TO
jdbeer@iinet.net.au
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MID-NORTH REGION
Mid-North members meet on alternate Mondays at Church of Christ Community Centre
at 68 Waverley Street, Dianella (opposite Centro Dianella)
March 4
March 18
April 1
April 15
April 29

12 pm
1.45 pm
12 pm
1.45 pm
12 noon
1.45 pm
12 noon
1.45 pm
12 noon
1.45 pm

The Joy of Italy –
Public Holiday – no external speaker
Pre-Raphaelite Dream
The Youthful Brain
Sicily: Island of Fire and Blood
Waste Management
Local Bats of Perth and Bat Ecology
General Knowledge Quiz
The History of Italian Politics after the Roman Empire
Anzac Cottage

Geoff Smith
Carol Hudson
Daniel Lane
Ginie Bristowe
Penny Dowd
Tony Hodge
Ann Magtengaard
Alf Gaebler
Anne Chapple

Music Group
Meets fortnightly on Tuesdays from 1.30 – 3.30pm at Dianella Community meeting rooms,
18 Kerry Street, Dianella (alternate week to Mid-North meetings). Contact Ann 9444 7782
Film Club
Meets monthly on Monday mornings to view a recently released film – coffee/lunch afterwards.
Contact Carol 9370 5692
Discussion Group
Meets monthly on a Tuesday for coffee/chat 10am, upstairs Myer Morley, at coffee shop.
Contact Margaret 9276 3081
Writers Group
On the first Wednesday of the month from 2pm to 4pm in the Morley Library, some Mid-North members exercise their
brains and have fun in their writing group. We compose short pieces which are shared with the group. Much can be learned
from listening to other peoples’ contributions and from their kindly suggestions about our own efforts. If other U3A
members would like to join us, they would be made welcome.
Contact Carol: 93705692 or Ginie Bristowe 0431 138 188
Excursions
Will be discussed at meetings or contact Marie 0429 220 027 for further details
Lunch Group
Members of Mid–North U3A gather every Second Thursday of each month to explore Perth’s various delicious dining
options for a sociable lunch time get-together. The aim is to sample a variety of cuisines. If U3A members from other
regions would like to join our friendly group,
Contact Ginie Bristowe Mob. 0431 138 188

MELVILLE AND DISTRICTS REGION NEWS
CHANGE OF NAME
Our recent change of name from SW Metro Region to Melville & Districts Region reflects the fact that almost all of our
meetings are held in the City of Melville area. However, our members come from all over Perth. Look out for our new
banner and flags at our meetings.
2019 COMMITTEE
At our AGM last December two committee members did not seek re-election. Glenda and Glenys accepted nomination to
the 2019 committee and will undoubtedly bring some fresh ideas and enthusiasm to our meetings.
INFORMATION DAY
Our annual information day will be held much earlier this year so that new members can take advantage of a full year’s
membership. The date selected is Friday 15 February 2019 at 12.45pm with a sandwich lunch provided. The meeting will
be at Melville LeisureFit. Please contact Janet on 0418947463 to reserve your place. Everyone will be encouraged to stay
on for the Melville lecture commencing at 2pm.
HEALTHY LIFESTYLE EXPO (supported by the Seniors Recreation Council of WA)
We are looking forward to being involved in the Healthy Lifestyles Expo to be held on Friday 29 March at Melville LeisureFit
between 10am and 2pm.
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NORTH COAST (HAMERSLEY) REGION
Meetings are held every Friday at the Stirling Leisure Centre Hamersley, Cnr Belvedere Road and Lampard Street Hamersley.
Contact Terry on 94091412 for further information. The Walking Group meets at the Stirling Leisure Centre Hamersley each
Friday and at other times at various locations. Contact Nina on 93095560 for details. Check the Website www.u3auwa.org
for changes. On the fifth Friday of a month an outing is arranged and details are announced at the regular meetings.
1 Mar
11.30am
Music Appreciation-Gilbert & Sullivan
Peter Flanigan
12.30pm
Walking Group
Nina Bronkhurst
1.15pm
Active Ageing
Professor Bob Ziegler
8 Mar
11.30am
Book Club
Anka Babich
11.30am
Discussion Group
Val Dekanah & Nita Ward
12.30pm
Walking Group
Nina Bronkhurst
1.15pm
5 Minute Topics
Members
15 Mar
11.20am
Philosophy
Barry Lake
11.30am
Committee Meeting
12.30pm
Walking Group
Nina Bronkhurst
1.15pm
The History of Banking in WA
Anthony Alborn
22 Mar
11.30am
Poetry
John Buxallen
12.30pm
Walking Group
Nina Bronkhurst
1.15pm
Rocking Around Australia
Peter Alcock
29 Mar
Outing to Parliament House
5 Apr
11.30am
Music Appreciation-Choral Music
Mary Rogers
11.30am
Russian Revolution
Barry Lake
12.30pm
Walking Group
Nina Bronkhurst
1.15pm
Drone Imaging (Talk and demonstration) Alan Jupp
12 Apr
11.30am
Book Club
Anka Babich
11.30am
Discussion Group
Val Dekenah & Nita Ward
12.30pm
Walking Group
Nina Bronkhurst
1.15pm
The World of the Vikings
Graham Ezzy
19 Apr
Public Holiday- no meeting
26 Apr
11.30am
Poetry
John Buxallen
11.30am
Committee meeting
12.30pm
Walking Group
Nina Bronkhurst
1.15pm
Disasters such as the Titanic & Lusitania Chris Frame

LESMURDIE REGION VISIT TO VICTORIA AND CANNING DAMS IN THE KALAMUNDA HILLS.
Early on the 30/10/2018 our trusty volunteer driver David picked 13 of us up at "Falls Farm" and took us for a lovely drive
through the hills to our first destination, Victoria Dam. Murray, the ranger, met us there and gave us a very interesting talk
about the old and the new Victoria Dam. Even most of our "old" members didn't know how important Victoria Dam has been
to Perth. This was the first dam built to supply the township of Perth. They only had rainwater tanks to supply themselves until
then. As Perth grew, they needed a reliable waters supply. So Victoria Dam was started in 1890 to dam up the Munday Brook
It was built over 6 years, with cement brought in by ship!! When the pipeline was opened to the big tank on Mt Eliza in Kings
Park, it was a huge occasion! Over the years other dams were built. In 1990 the old dam had grown too small and old, so they
blasted a hole in the wall and built a new dam wall, taller and holding more water, only 300 meters upstream. This time it only
took them 6 weeks to complete the wall A different technique!
On our visit we could stand on the new dam wall and look at the overflow section, as well see the big hole in the old wall. After
that we were shown into "the bowels” of the dam wall by Murray, where we could see all the monitors in place that are being
checked daily, to make sure the dam does not float down the river with all the pressure of the water behind it.
Wow, what an eye opener. There was so much to take in, we were duly impressed.
On our way to the Canning Dam we stopped at Pickering Brook and had a coffee at the Beans2Brook cafe'. Then on to visit
Canning Dam. It was Clive, the ranger, who met us on top of the dam wall! We were given special permission to drive the bus
over the dam wall, which is usually closed to public traffic. You can walk over the dam wall by foot.
This dam was built in the 1930s and had some major work done a few years ago when they noticed that the dam wall was
tilting 10cm downstream! You wouldn't think it would be possible with such a huge structure, but that is the force of the water
behind it's walls! So they removed 6 meters off the top of the wall and put huge cables into the bedrock to anchor the wall
down. Then they built the wall up again to it's present level. You can see the big trapdoors in the road over the dam wall that
have the tops of the cables underneath. They are checked yearly and tightened!! Who would have thought!!??
Clive also explained that we will probably never see any dam overflowing in the future! They are all interconnected and
controlled by the Water Corporation in their big building in the City! This way they can send water were it is most needed.
Even the "Desalination Plants" use the dams as storage. It is too costly to switch the plants on and off, so the surplus is stored
in the dams!
There was certainly a lot of information to take in! To complete the dam talk, we were allowed to drive all the way across the
dam wall and then onto Roleystone, where we stopped at the "Brook 508" cafe' for lunch. This is a delightful cafe’. David, our
driver, took us "The long way" home on a bit of a sightseeing tour.
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ROCKINGHAM AND DISTRICTS REGION
Main meetings are held at Masonic Hall, Wanliss Street, Rockingham, first and third Fridays commencing at 1.30pm.
Inquiries to David on 0421 811 450. For Group Studies meetings contact the Group leaders as listed below. (RL indicates
Rockingham Library is the venue).
Mar 1
Mar 15
Apr 5
Apr 19
1st Mon
2nd Mon
3rd Mon
1st/3rd Tues
2nd Tues
1st/3rd Wed
4th Thur
2nd Fri
4th Fri

1.30pm
1.30pm
1.30pm
1.30pm

Mar, Apr
Mar, Apr
Mar, Apr
Mar, Apr
Mar, Apr
Mar, Apr
Mar, Apr
Mar, Apr
Mar, Apr

Forensics
Bob Mead
Iran
Alison Fox
Sami and Maasai
Judith Amey
Good Friday – no meeting

10am
10am
2pm
2pm
times vary
10am
1.30pm
10am
12noon

Group Studies Meetings
Topics and Talk
WA History (RL)
Poetry/Play Reading (RL)
Mahjong (RL)
Cinema Visit
Open Learning
Scrabble Group
Coffee Group
Lunch Group

Margaret
Ann
Diana
Frances
Liz
Liz
Wendy
Wendy
Colleen

9505 6339
9592 7386
9593 2313
9527 2920
9527 9471
9527 9471
9527 1560
9527 1560
0423393183

WANNEROO REGION
Meets at 1pm on the second and last Thursday of each month at the Wanneroo Recreation Centre, 275 Scenic Drive,
Wanneroo.
The Petanque group operates on the first Thursday of each month from 10am to 12 noon, next to the Wanneroo Recreation
Centre. Tuition and boules will be provided. Bring your own if you have them. You are welcome to bring a picnic lunch if you
would like to stay. Inquiries to Constance on 9206 4098.
Book Club A meets at 1pm on the first Tuesday of each month and Book Club B meets at 10am on the third Tuesday of each
month, both at the Wanneroo Library, 3 Rocca Way, Wanneroo. Inquiries to Stephanie on 0429 133 891.
The Walking group “Wanneroo Wednesday Walkers” operates every Wednesday morning. The morning meeting place,
walking trail and starting time may vary from week to week, so please contact Cheryl on 9306 1621 or Constance on 9206
4098 for details of each walk.
An Activity Day is held on the third Thursday of each month at the Banksia Grove Community Centre, 14 Grasstree Bend,
Banksia Grove from 12:30pm until 4:15pm. Activities will include board games, sitting exercises, art and various activities.
Inquiries to Constance on 9206 4098 or Cheryl on 9306 1621.
A Philosophy and Ethics group, facilitated by Barry Lake, meets at the Wanneroo Recreation Centre on the last Thursday of
each month at 10.30am. Bring your lunch and stay on for the regular meeting at 1.00pm. Contact Stephanie on 0429 133 891
if you wish to attend.
DATE

TIME

LOCATION

EVENT

PRESENTER

Tues 5
Thurs 7
Thurs 14
Tues 19
Thurs 21

1:00pm
10:00am
1:00pm
10:30am
12:30pm

Book Club A
Petanque
Red Cross Humanitarian Program
Book Club B
Activity Day

Stephanie
Constance
Glenda Bignell
Stephanie
Constance/Cheryl

Thurs 28
Thurs 28
APRIL 2019
Tues 2
Thurs 4
Wed 10
Thurs 11
Tues 16
Thurs 18

10:30am
1:00pm

Wanneroo Library
Wanneroo Recreation Centre
Wanneroo Recreation Centre
Wanneroo Library
Banksia Grove Community
Centre
Wanneroo Recreation Centre
Wanneroo Recreation Centre

Philosophy / Ethics
Iceland

Dr Barry Lake
Jenny Bevan

MARCH 2019

Thurs 25

1:00pm
10:00am
TBA
1:00pm
10:30am
12:30pm

Wanneroo Library
Wanneroo Recreation Centre
Outing and Lunch
Wanneroo Recreation Centre
Wanneroo Library
Banksia Grove Community
Centre
NO MEETING – ANZAC DAY

Book Club A
Petanque
Visit To ANZAC House
“A Fair Cop”
Book Club B
Activity Day

Stephanie
Constance
Jan
Bob Kucera
Stephanie
Constance/Cheryl
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SWAN HILLS REGION
Meets at 1.30pm on Fridays at North Metropolitan TAFE - Midland Campus, Eddie Barron Drive off Lloyd Street Midland in
Lecture Theatre Block ‘D’ behind the Administration Block ‘A’.
Contact person: Maxine Wood: Phone 9250 6292.
1 March
8 March
15 March
22 March
29 March
5 April
12 April
19 April
26 April

Tsunamis
My Health Record
Two Short Talks: Sri Lanka
The Octopus
The Night Sky
The Genius of Birds
A Session led by Swan Hills Discussion Group
Topic to be advised
Antoni Gaudi, Spanish Architect
GOOD FRIDAY – NO MEETING
The 10th Light Horse Re-enactment Group

Also:
Morning Coffee Group:
Social Lunches:
Craft Group:
Brain Games Group
Discussion Group:

Peter Gregson, Swan Hills
Maya Cherian (My Health Trainer)
Jim Norman, Swan Hills
Herman De Jonge, Swan Hills
Arthur Harvey, Perth Observatory
John Sharples, Swan Hills
Swan Hills members
Robyn Talbot, Swan Hills
Merv Wilson

3rd Wednesday
5th Wednesday
3rd Tuesday
4th Tuesday
4th Friday (prior to regular 1.30pm meeting)

(For times and venues for these events please check with our Contact Person or Secretary)

WESTERN SUBURBS REGION
11th. March 1 pm
2.30pm

Mongolia And Siberia
When print was king...The West Australian Newspaper
in the pre- digital age
25th. March 1pm
Life And Writings of Roald Dahl
2.30pm Dementia
8th. April
1 pm
Why Gallipoli?
2.30pm Bede & the Great Sutton Hoo Shipwreck
22nd April Public Holiday - No meeting

Judith Amey
Ron Banks
David Smeeton
Christopher Etherton-Beer
Jim Everett
Georgina Pitt

SWAN HILLS ACTIVITIES
As always the members of Swan Hills reveal their talents in the talks they present. The last quarter of the year was no
exception.
Derek Mayall revealed the engineering genius of Isambard Kingdom Brunel. His engineering feats are dotted all over Britain:
bridges, ships, tunnels, railway locomotives, railway lines and station buildings. Perhaps his crowning glory was the building
of the Great Iron Ship - the Great Eastern.
This month our past Chair, Denise Beer, delivered a presentation on the trip she recently shared with her husband, Jef. Her
presentation focused on the first part of the trip which was to Iceland. While Denise always uses Power Point to beautifully
illustrate her talks, this was much more than a record of the trip. She explained the early to recent history of Iceland, the
fascinating geology of the place as well as telling us a little about the current demographics and lifestyle.
Tony Donovan presented a talk on the River Systems of Australia. This great continent is literally laced with enormous
drainage basins, the most notable being the Murray/Darling and the Diamantina/ Lake Eyre systems. Nonetheless, every
state and territory boasts huge basins and drainage courses. We recommend this talk to other regions.
John Ashton presented an interesting talk about Maths and Memory, depicting the lives and work of the Charles Babbage
(early 19th century) and Alan Turing (early 20th century).
Babbage invented the first successful mechanical calculator, though its construction was never completed because of its
enormous complexity, having in excess of 25,000 moving parts and would have weighed more than 4 tons if completed. His
second attempt showed more promise, being simpler and more elegant in design, but was also never built by Babbage. It
was, however, built in the late 20th century for display as a museum piece in London.
Turing, by contrast, developed an algorithm machine - known as the Turing machine - that had a stored program - the
forerunner to an electronic computer. He was recruited during WWll to undertake decoding of encrypted war messages of
the German war machine. This led to the building of the ‘Bombe’ - a mechanical decrypting machine that eventually cracked
the Enigma codes being broadcast by the Germans and was credited with shortening the war by at least 2 years.
Pamela Stockwell presented a talk (ably read by Maxine Wood) about Nikola Tesla - ‘the man who lit the world’. He built the
first alternating current power generator driven by water from the Niagara Falls. His life was full of electrical inventions that
affected modern civilisation.
Lynette and Stuart Gibb
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FUN AND GAMES

MISSION FOR THE DAY - Sonia Kellett

UTTERLY CLUELESS! No.133 by Sonia Kellett
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Solution to Utterly Clueless! No.132
Across: Diadem, Quiver, Lilt. Potion, Examples, Go, Creatures, So,
Property, Blazon, Scab, Entrée, Closed. Down: Deflect, Alliance, Eclipsed,
Upon, Vain, Rondo, Lecturn, Tropical, Ascribes, Plywood, Sabre, Halt,
Joker.

PUT AND TAKE #9
…… Strip
Press
Servant
Weir
Cheese
Decoration
Girl
Each answer is an anagram of the word above or below, put or take a
letter.
Clues have been provided to assist with the correct answer.
Solution Put and Take # 8 Starve, stare, tsar, tar, tear, trade, dreamt.
Apologies for the last Put and Take being labelled #7 instead of #8

Icy wind whipped the headscarf back from Jenna’s
face as she struggled to tug it forward, and cold
hands steered the pram. She hurried along the city
street, conscious of the time. Crowds of early
workers rushed past spreading out in different
directions from the train station.
Her name was Jenna Wilson – just for the day. It
wasn’t the name she’d grown up with. Nor was it
her married name. Her longer new surname had
taken time to learn and pronounce comfortably.
Entering the train station she moved with purpose
pushing the pram upward toward the concourse,
her boots clacking on the sloping concrete
pathway.
Still shivering, she wrapped the long overcoat
more closely around her body, while adjusting the
shopping bag slung over her shoulder. Thankfully
she’d worn boots that day; at least her feet were
warm. A whimpering sound came from the baby.
She leant forward whispering softly: ‘Not now –
soon.’ But the baby slept on.
Jenna moved to the newsstand, casually looking
over the range of magazines before selecting two
and the daily newspaper. An elderly woman
waiting to be served stood alongside. She looked
up at Jenna, asking “Boy or girl, dear?’
Jenna smiled at her. ‘A boy.’
‘Oh, he’s so tiny! What’s his name?‘
Jenna hadn’t anticipated this. She’d tried to
remember the instructions for the day, but this
was unexpected. She had to think quickly. Perhaps
her late father’s name would do.
‘It’s Vincent. Vincent Wilson,’ she said quickly,
leaving money on the counter without waiting for
change, hurrying away. She carefully placed the
magazines and newspaper in the shoulder-bag,
ensuring that the newspaper could be seen from
the top of the bag, before placing it in the pram.
The station was busy with crowds of people
rushing from arriving trains toward the escalator
and to the main entrance. She looked around
carefully choosing a seat, pulling the pram
towards her. She took from under a corner of the
blanket a bottle of milk, lifting the sleeping child to
feed. It sucked hungrily. Suddenly she withdrew
the bottle, ignoring its sudden cry. “I’m sorry,’ she
whispered.
She stood up cradling the baby, still withholding
the milk while the baby continued to cry. She
rocked the child in her arms walking up and down,
turning and walking back and forth. Crowds of
people hurried out of the station. No-one noticed
that Jenna’s stride up and down while soothing
and rocking the baby was longer with every turn.
Suddenly she was gone - out a side entrance and
quickly down the street, still holding the baby in
her arms. Everyone was too busy with the start of
their working day to notice the tick-tick-ticking
noise from the bottom of the shopping bag lying
on the blanket in the pram she’d left behind.
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THE HAZE CONCERT
For many years the group known as `’The Rhythm Katz’, now just ‘The Haze’, have been rocking, playing to generations over
the years that were familiar to the many members of U3A.. There was an audience of 160, a good number which meant that
dancing space was taken up with seating.
Greg (Bazz) Clarke, Robbie Jones, Rod Christian and Nigel Ridgeway make up `The Haze’, all very versatile musos, playing
through numbers known to all from the past forty plus years. The Haze are a cool classic example of a band that will never
retire but just gig on until there final riff.
These concerts don’t just happen by chance, the members who raise their hands to put the shows on must never be
overlooked. U3A members are from the generations that should and will do that so a major thanks to Dinah Heap, the
tireless Producer and organiser for this show. Thanks to all the volunteers she found to set up the Wesley Centre Hall for
seating, catering, wayfinding, kitchen tidy duties etc.
Finally, thanks to all who supported the Concert on Nov 17 2018.
Steve Thompson

MID-NORTH REGION NEW YEAR BREAKFAST & LESMURDIE DAM VISIT
Deep in contemplation of each delicious barbecued meal, members of
Mid-North welcome in the new year with their traditional celebratory
breakfast on the banks of the Swan at Bayswater. Pictured from
foreground left are Christine and Geoff Smith, Marolyn Hamilton and
Ginie Bristowe. Further away are Gary Triffitt and Bob Larwood, with
Margaret Triffitt under the tree and Margaret Kuhne in right foreground.
We at Mid-North consider ourselves very lucky to have locations such as
this to while away the first day of each new year. Pictured right.
Carol Hudson.

Left: Members of the Lesmurdie Region on their
interesting Victoria and Canning Dam visit.
See page 16 for details of the outing.
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