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NEWSLETTER           July 2019 

 

CONFERENCE 2020 TO BE IN BUSSLELTON 

Naturaliste U3A have agreed to be the host club for the State Conference next year. 

The dates have been set and planning is well under way with a joint committee set 

up with three representatives from Naturaliste and three from the State Network 

committee. 

 

 
 

The venue will be The Esplanade Hotel (pictured) situated on the foreshore very 
close to the iconic Busselton jetty. The dates are Thursday 15th – Friday 16th October 
2020. This butts on to a weekend. Spring will have sprung, our beaches will have 
become pristine again after the clever ocean has covered them with seaweed during 
the winter to save them from erosion; nomads will have returned home after their 
treks to warmer climes and grandparents will have recovered from the school 
holidays, so it will be an ideal time to stay on for a few more days after the 
conference! There is so much more to see in the region.  
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Plans are progressing well with potential speakers identified and ideas for 
participants from the various U3As to network and discuss around the general theme 
of “Connections”.  A Conference Dinner and Ukulele Night is also being planned. 
 
 The Esplanade has accommodation, as does the nearby Busselton Caravan Park 
and Chalets, the Country Women’s Association, and a number of other venues. 
Public transport, TRANSWA and SW Coach lines are available. Updates will be 
provided as time proceeds so keep your calendars clear! 
 

Joan Parke (President, Naturaliste U3A) 

 

U3A Geraldton Memorial Tour      16 April 2019 

 

The Geraldton U3A group visited the HMAS Sydney II memorial with a 

Geraldton Voluntary Tour Guide. The memorial is located on a hill overlooking 

the city of Geraldton. The Geraldton Rotary Club was responsible for building 

this memorial of national significance with the opening on the sixtieth 

anniversary of loss of the light cruiser HMAS Sydney II on 19 November 1941. 

  

During WWII The Sydney was on patrol between Fremantle and the Sunda 

Strait when it came across a German raider – The Kormoran disguised as a 

Dutch freighter. The ensuing battle meant the sinking of The Sydney and the 

scuttling of The Kormoran. The Sydney had been on a visit to Geraldton on 16 

October 1941 but due to wartime conditions it had to stay out at sea. A lot of 

the men were billeted in the town of 4000 people. When news came of the loss 
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of The Sydney nearly everyone knew someone on the ship so that’s why the 

memorial is dedicated to the men of The Sydney. 

It consists of the central area (the granite walls with all the names in 

alphabetical order as there is no rank in death) and the cupola with 645 gulls, 

which is dedicated to the 645 men who died on that fateful day. This was 1/3 of 

Australia’s naval losses in WW II. 

The stele (Greek for standing 

monument block) is 

dedicated to the ship and is 

an exact copy of the bow of 

The Sydney. The fourth element 

is the waiting lady who represents 

the loved ones left behind. She 

is looking out to sea waiting for an answer that did not come for 67 years until 

the wreck of The Sydney was found in 2008. 

 

 

The pool of remembrance was always to be 

constructed until after The Sydney was found. Its 

main feature is the 3metre silver gull showing 

exactly where The Sydney was found at 2468m 

depth. 

If you come to Geraldton, the Geraldton Voluntary 

Tour Guides do a tour at the memorial at 10.30 am 

every day except on Christmas Day. Dedicated 

tours can be arranged on request for coach tours, 

conferences and so on. 
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MID-NORTH U3A 

Mid-North U3A is one of the ten regions of U3A(UWA) Perth. They hold their regular 

meetings  in Dianella. 

 

Mid North U3A have extended their activities in Life-long Learning with a monthly 

Luncheon Club. We have sampled a variety of international cuisines and enjoyed 

each other’s’ company at the same time. This picture shows us at Chapels Tea 

House, which offered an interesting EurAsian menu and a dazzling variety of exotic 

teas. 

 

 

Besides their regular meetings, Mid-North members enjoy getting out and about 

visiting exhibitions and other community events around Perth. 
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On this occasion we can be seen admiring a glorious Florentine painting, while 

listening to one of the Gallery guides. This was one of the works of art in a special 

exhibition brought from Italy to WA. 

 

The Network AGM 
 

 

The Network AGM was called for Saturday 13 July. Among those present were (from 

left) Christine Norman (Mandurah), Jean Duff(U3A Online), Peter Alcock, Christine 

Oliver (both U3A(UWA) Perth) and Joan Parke (Naturaliste) 

 

Unfortunately,  as only four of the member groups were represented, a quorum was 

not obtained. Under the rules a second meeting was called a week later and the 

various reports were received and the elections held. 

Peter Alcock’s two year term as President was up. No-one nominated for the position 

but Peter has agreed to stay on in an acting capacity. Christine Oliver stays on as 

secretary, Jean Duff remains as treasurer while Christine Norman and Peter 

Flanigan were elected to be committee members.  
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NATURLALISTE U3A 

Recently Bill Bunbury gave three presentations to members based on his oral 

histories as originally given on the ABC. (Course Leader: Gwyn Cracknel) 

 

l 

Bill Bunbury 

 

1. They Said You’d Own Your Own Farm  

Bill’s first presentation was based on the original Oral History ABC Radio feature, using 

excerpts from the broadcast, illustrating the typical problems faced everywhere in the South 

West by Group Settlers; adjusting to a new physical environment, working and housing 

conditions and the challenges posed by the task of clearing trees and making a living.  

2. Something Unique Something Majestic  

Again, using excerpts from the original ABC broadcast, Bill illustrated the life of forest 

workers and their families in timber towns like Pemberton and Shannon, the early days of 

forest logging, the role of the bush railways, the hard work and risks for foresters, but above 

all their deep respect and appreciation of the forest environment in which they worked and 

lived.  

 3. Stony Broke and Walking.  

By popular demand Bill agreed to this third presentation. ‘Memories of The Great 

Depression’ featured the direct and often deeply felt personal experience of men and 

women who endured and survived Australia’s worst economic slump. We heard from 

women who kept homes and jobs going where they could and from men who walked the 

back blocks of Australia to find work.  
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U3A (UWA) Perth Seminar:  The Genius of DNA 

The annual seminar run by Perth U3A was held on Saturday 13 July in the Wesley Centre in 

the city. Entitled “The Genius of DNA”, it brought together a dazzling array of speakers on a 

topic of interest to all. Included were Dr Gavin Turbitt from Pathology West, Dr Shane Tobe 

from Murdoch University, Dr Ruey Leng Loo from The International Phenome Centre, 

Christine Harris from the Family Centre of WA and Professor Robert Mead also from 

Murdoch University. 

Gavin Turbitt was comprehensive and interesting on the history of DNA sequencing with 

plenty of humorous anecdotes and a bit of black humour. 

Shane Tobe provided some fascinating case histories around the use of DNA in tracing the 

trafficking of endangered species by testing of animal and plant products. 

 

Organisers Stephanie Mitchell and Ron Mitchell with Denise Beer 

Ruey Leng Loo made the case for the importance of pee and poo which she loves to 
analyse for all the information it provides about our health and immune system across 
cultures and continents. 
. 
Christine Harris provided lots of detail, including pitfalls when delving into family DNA. In 
particular she warned about the unintended consequences of turning up family history that 
some may prefer not to be disclosed.  
 
Robert Mead had the dreaded last spot on the program but had us all riveted with his 
documentary  of a 29 year old case where DNA unmasked a serial killer. 
 
Altogether a great day. Congratulations to the committee, Stephanie Mitchell, Jennie Cox 
and Ron Mitchell and the members of Wanneroo U3A who assisted with the organisation. 
 
    Peter Flanigan     (Photo by Peter Alcock) 
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NORTH COAST PRESENATION FASCINATES 

On Friday 16 July members of North Coast (Hamersley) were entertained and 

informed by a talk and demonstration entitled “ Professor Schwarz and his Viorama “ 

by Richard Rennie. Richard brought a number of pieces of equipment that were in 

use nearly one hundred and fifty years ago. “Professor” Schwarz was a showman 

who came to WA in the 1880s and stayed in the colony for some time. Apart from his 

stage entertainments he could do very useful things such as repair musical 

instruments and tune pianos and he was in great demand. 

 

 

 

 

(Photos by Peter Alcock) 

 

Richard demonstrates 

a limelight burner to 

Don Manning. These 

were used in the 

magic lantern 

projectors (left) 

What the butler saw. 

Helen Clements 

stares through a lens 

at a slide of Queen 

Victoria while Peter 

Flanigan looks on. 
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From the Editor 

Thank you to all who contributed. Please remember this newsletter 

is only possible if U3A groups send in photos and articles. The next 

issue will be in October. It is never  too early to contribute so  

publicity officers, please keep it in mind. Contributions should be in 

Word rather than as PDFs. 

Peter Flanigan                      u3apeteraa@bigpond.com 

 

 


