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Welcome! 
 

Isn't it wonderful to be able to meet face-to-face and 

to socialise over afternoon tea?   
 

With vicarious travel the only kind available, it was 

great to once again have Gabor Bedo take us on one 

of his overseas journeys at our meeting on 18 

August.  This time it was to Greece - both the 

mainland and some of its many islands.   
 

Gabor divided his talk into three parts- an overview 

of Greece today, its ancient history and its islands.  

We travelled to Athens, Mycenae, Delphi, (the most 

scared place in ancient Greece) and Meteora with its 

24 monasteries.   Then it was off to the islands - 

Delos, Mykonos, Naxos and Thira - better known by 

its Italian name, Santorini (Santa Irini, Saint Irene.) 
 

As always, Gabor's talk was informative, well-

researched and illustrated with his own photos.  

 
Our second 

speaker was 

Richard 

Rennie from 

the vintage 

Wireless Club 

of WA.  He 

introduced us 

to Wally 

Coxon, who 

at age 17 in 

1907 built the 

first wireless 

set in WA.  

Leaving 

school Coxon 

went to 

London and 

studied at the 

Marconi School of Wireless.  He then brought the 

first valves back to WA, set up a mulgaphone and by 

1921 was broadcasting music. Wesfamers bought the 

first and, at that time, only broadcast licence. They 

set up their own manufacturing workshop to make 

the sets.  With as much as possible made locally, 

these first sets were 'sealed sets' and could broadcast 

only one station.   Richard rigged up his own 

mulgaphone and we listened to the then premier, 

Philip Collier launching 6WF on 4 June 1924.   

 

On 24 August Denise Beer, president of U3A UWA, 

introduced us to Sir Thomas Mitchell, who explored 

and surveyed large areas of NSW and Victoria.  A 

Scotsman with excellent cartography skills, his first 

exploratory journey was in 1832 when he confirmed 

there was no large river, the Kindur, flowing north of 

Sydney.  In 1835 he mapped 463 kms of the Darling 

River.  He spent 12 months exploring into Victoria.  

He also mapped Queenslnad as he headed towards  to 

Port Essington, (Darwin).    
 

Hot headed, jealous, and hard to work with, he was a 

very talented man.  When gold was discovered near 

Orange he designed the town layout but it was never 

built. He invented the boomerang propeller and had it 

trialled in the UK. He identified the pigrooted 

bandicoot, now extinct. There are 36 roadside 

memorials to Mitchell along the routes he first 

explored.  A town, a river, a highway, and  an 

electorate bear his name, as does much wildlife.  His 

last claim to fame was to fight the last known duel in 

Australia (both missed!)    
 

How cultural practice becomes a commercial product 

was the theme of David Hounsome's talk. He 

explained the wadjinas on cave walls in the 

Kimberleys are believed to be actual spirits so new 

ones cannot be painted, they can only be repainted.  

The gwion gwion or bradshaw figures are much older 

and do not relate to any other indigenous art. The art 

in the Burrup peninsula are ancient petro glyphs.  
 

Albert Namatjira did not believe it appropriate to 

paint his own story lines so became famous painting 

landscapes in the western style.   
 

In 1966 settlements were established for 

disenfranchised aborigine workers.  These 

encouraged a flowering of commercially viable 

aborigine art.  Papunya settlement brought people 

from different language groups and therefore 

different art styles together. In Yuendumu a new 

development saw 30 school doors painted by groups 

working together.   
 

The Carrolup School near Katanning emerged as a 

distinctive landscape tradition of painting created by 

school aged Aboriginal children in the 1940s. 
 

David finished his talk with some examples of the 

work of contemporary artists - Sandra Hill, 

Christopher Pease, Gordon Bennett, Sally Morgan.      



SEPTEMBER'S PROGRAMME 

Monday 7 September  
 

1.00pm. Kay Rae  Prevelly Park & the Greek Chapel 

of St John - their history and legacy. The 

presentation is based on the 

autobiography of Geoffrey Edwards, The Road to 

Prevelly. With the support of his wife Beryl, 

Geoffrey established the Prevelly Park Holiday 

Resort and the Greek Chapel on the adjacent hillside. 

It is a story of determination, resilience and vision.   
 

2.30pm  Stephen Scourfield , Travel writer from the 

West Australian will take us Travelling from fact to 

fiction.  Stephen will explain how his journeys 

around the world and his travel writing distils into 

fiction and performance. He will speak on his 

travelling life from Europe to Africa and Asia; 

Antarctica to the Arctic. There may even be a special 

appearance of his beloved 'Casey'. 

 

Monday 21 September 
 

1.00pm  Peter Flanigan  from North Coast Region, 

will introduce us to the story of a remarkable 

Australian and how he and his team made penicillin 

available to the world during WW II. - Howard 

Florey, the man who made penicillin.  
 

2.30pm. Marsha Sullivan volunteer dog walker for 

eight years and member of the Dogs Refuge Board 

for two years. Marsha will give an overview of the 

history and operations of the Shenton Park Dogs' 

Home.  

 

MOTO 
 

The next MOTO function will be an early dinner at 

the TEE BOX CAFÉ in Lapsley Road Claremont 

(grounds of the Lake Claremont Golf Club) for  

6.00 pm, Thursday 3 September.. The café is 

licensed and wine can be purchased by the glass. 

Park behind the cafe.   Host: Sue Barnes,  

 0403 307 350   burmesecats10@gmail.com  
 

PERTH U3A COMING EVENTS 
 

Saturday 17 October, 1.00-3.00pm – Perth Lecture –

 Sustainability and You!  
 

Sunday 1 November – Annual General Meeting 

at the State Library Theatre, commencing at 1:45 

pm.  Following the AGM   Tom Picton-Warlow will 

present a talk entitled Duchamp, Computing, 

Collaboration and Friendship.   

 

Enrolments are now open for Semester 2 City 

Courses.  Go to website - u3auwa.org   for details 

and to enrol.  

Joondalup Art Exhibition 
 

U3A Joondalup Art is holding an exhibition and sale 

of members’ works  from  10:00am to 5:00pm every 

day from 3 September to 20 September; at Hillarys 

Boat Harbour (next to the Newsagents). On 

Thursdays the exhibition will be open until 9:00pm 

 

 
Bactrian, or two hump camels, are native to the 

steppes of Central Asia.  They have only one natural 

predator - the grey wolf. It is believed only 600-1000 

remain in the wild.  They are the only land mammals 

capable of drinking salt water with no ill effects.  

They can drink up to 57 litres in one go. It is a myth 

they store the water in their humps.  They have 

sealable nostrils to stop sand getting up their noses. 
 

BRAIN WORK OUT TIME 
      
1. All vowels have been removed from the following 

sentence.  Put back the vowels to find the sentence. 

The letters have been broken into groups of 5. 
 

THRSN   TMSCN   NTHSW   HLPLC 

SDTHC   NDCTR   TNLSS   LY XXX 

 

2. How are 2+2=5 and your left hand alike?  

 

3. What is unique about 8549176320? 

 

4. Using only addition can you make eight 8's get to 

the number 1000?   
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ANSWERS  
1. 'There isn't a musician in this whole place,' said the 

conductor tunelessly. 
2. Neither are right.  

3. It is the digits 0-9 in alphabetical order   OR it can be 

exactly divided by all the digits 1-9 except 7.  

4. 888+88+8+8+8=1000 
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