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Welcome!  

 

Our meeting on 5 March began with Judith Amey 

sharing more of her Inquisitive Traveller's tales.  

This time she took us on a journey around the world 

with different sidelights not included in her other 

talks - following the excellent example of Joanna 

Lumley and Michael Palin!  People were intrigued 

by the story of Olaf - born a bastard but became 

Norway's patron saint; new insights into the Great 

Wall of China; gentoo and adélie penguins; the 

contribution made by Kasturba Gandhi; and the not-

so-delicious French dish, andouillette. 
 

 Geoffrey Higham continued the travel theme 
with an excellent presentation on the Trans 
Australian Railway. We learnt the construction 
of the railway was promoted by Sir John Forrest 
and used by him as a bargaining tool for WA to 
join the Federation of Australian states.  Until 
the railway was built, Perth was 17 days sailing 
from Adelaide.   Interestingly the residents of 
Kalgoorlie and Boulder opposed the idea 
because they were afraid of contagion of Spanish 
Flu being brought into their community!  The 
logistics of constructing the line are mind-
boggling - workers had to be accommodated, 
fed, paid, and materials delivered.  Camels 
carried 2½ million sleepers!  The line is still 
very much a necessity today without us realising 
it.  Much of the goods in our supermarkets come 
via the Trans and it is a growing tourist 
experience - although not cheap.  
 

As always, on 22 March, Sheila Twine from 

Mandurah gave a polished presentation with 

excellent visuals and plenty of humour on the topic 

Sewers, Smells & Cesspits of 19th century London.  

Until 1815 human waste was simply emptied into the 

streets and tributaries of the Thames River.  It all 

came to a head with outbreaks of cholera, the 'Great 

Stink' and no fish in the Thames.  We owe much to 

Dr John Snow and Thomas Crapper - one for his 

realisation cholera was a water - not air - borne 

disease, and the other for his flushing toilet.  In 1846 

it was decreed all houses must be connected to the 

sewerage system.  This led to the enormous and 

costly exercise of building underground drains.  

Sheila introduced us to jobs that kept the sewers 

flowing - flushers (standing in the raw waste, they 

pushed it along), toshers (rat catchers) and mudlarks 

(scavengers).   
 

 

Prudence Ford, president of the WA Guild of 

Embroiderers, opened our eyes to the fact 

embroidery is a 

continuing art form 

that has represented 

power and been an 

instrument of protest 

for millennium.  Gold 

embroidery used by 

kings and priests 

emphasised their 

power. Mary Queen of 

Scots, a proficient 

embroiderer, used this art form to promote her case 

for recognition of her claim to the English throne.   

Prudence brought with her some samples from the 

collection held by the Embroiderers' Guild. Many of 

us learnt how gold thread is made - by much 

stretching and thinning. 
 

Our March programme also included an excursion - a 

guided tour of the new WA Museum - Boola Bardip.  

For both those who have already been and those who 

were first timers, a guided tour proved excellent as 

there is so much to see. People 

mentioned finding the 

dinosaur, the wildlife 

exhibition, and the Reflections 

Gallery. The whale skeleton 

could only be viewed from 

above as there was another function on in that area.  

It was good to see the beautiful woodwork and 

architecture of the original museum is preserved.  
 

 

APRIL'S PROGRAMME  
 

Sunday 11 April  
 

U3A (UWA)’s Annual General Meeting (AGM) 

will be held on Sunday 11 April at the State Library 

Theatre, Perth commencing at 1:45 pm. Registration 

from 1:15 pm. Please arrive early. The AGM is an 

important part of the U3A calendar and, as a quorum 

is essential, as many members as possible are 

encouraged to attend. Our Judith Amey is due to be 

elected as the incoming president so Western 

Suburbs representation would be appropriate. 

Contact : Faye 0449667558 or Laurie 

lozt@iinet.net.au  
 

 

mailto:lozt@iinet.net.au


Monday 12 April 
 

Excursion to Kanyana 

Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Centre, 

Lesmurdie, a not-for-

profit organisation 

dedicated to wildlife 

conservation. 

Cost of the guided 

tour - $12.  Bus $10  

Total $22.  Must be 

booked by 9 April. 

Meet 9.00am Upper Deck Grove shopping centre car 

park  

Lunch at King & Spoon Lesmurdie.  Own cost.   

Return approx. 3.00pm  

Contact Ian ianandsue.deany@gmail.com or Laurie 

lozt@iinet.net.au 

 

Monday 19 April  
 

1.00pm  Short talks by Western Suburbs members 

on a free choice of topic. Your opportunity to 

contribute !!   
 

Anyone who would like to present a short talk or a 

future full talk please speak with Gabor at a meeting 

or email gabor.bedo.gabor@gmail.com 

 

2.30pm  Daniel Midgley, Ungrumping Language 

Daniel teaches linguistics at the University of 

Western Australia and at Edith Cowan University. 

He is a presenter on \ popular weekly radio 

programmes on RTRFM 92.1, and ABC Radio 720.  

He will teach us to love language even when it 

doesn’t do what we want. Many of us get grumpy 

about language, but ungrumping is easy, more fun, 

and can make the world a better place. 

 

Wednesday 21 April 
The U3A 

Perth Annual 

Picnic is on 

again! 

Wednesday 

21 April, 

10am -2pm.  
Meet at the 

Vietnamese  

Memorial,  

Kings Park. 

BYO 

everything.  

The picnic is a relaxed enjoyable social event where 

we enjoy the company of members from across the 

Regions whilst either playing games, observing, or 

simply chatting. 

Regular activities  
 

Spanish  Conversation, Thursday 1 & 15 April , 

9.30am Drabble House Nedlands,  Contact Jean 

0409 553 871. 
 

Canasta, Friday 9 & 23 April. 1.00-3.00pm, 

Cambridge Community Centre, Wembley. Contact 

Judith 0414 767 877    

 

New Deputy Chairperson  
 

Peter Farr, a member of 

Western Suburbs U3A 

since 2007, has agreed to 

take on the role of deputy 

chairperson.  In his 

working life he has been 

an engineer, senior 

manager and consultant.  

He also has fulfilled many 

volunteer roles in 

education, yachting and as 

a strategic consultant for 

not-for-profit organisations.  He is interested in 

history and the fine arts.  Last year he gave a talk on 

Pioneer WA Engineers - from Morse code  to smart 

phones.  

 

 

EASTER 

TRIVIA  

 

 

 

   In the 13th century the church prohibited the 

eating of eggs during Holy Week.  Marking the 

eggs laid during the week began the custom of 

decorating eggs. 

  Roast lamb, the main dish at Jewish Passover, 

is the traditional meat for the main meal on 

Easter Day.  

  In some European countries, other animals - in 

Switzerland, the cuckoo, in Westphalia, the fox - 

bring the Easter eggs. (Could we add- in Australia, 

the bilby?) 

  In Finland, children dress up as witches on Ester 

Sunday. 

  The first story of a rabbit (later named Easter 

Bunny) finding eggs in a garden was published in 

1680. 

 The UK's first chocolate egg was produced in 1873 

by Fry's of Bristol.  
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