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Against All Odds with Dr Craig Challen 

My Life with the Royal Flying Doctor Service 
with Michael Bleus 

Tactics of Competitive Sailing with Jerome Toonen

In 2019, Dr Challen and Dr Craig were named as dual Australians 
of the Year for their heroic efforts.  They subsequently released 
a book titled 'Against All Odds' giving the inside account of the 
Thai cave rescue.  Join us to hear more from Dr Challen about his 
experiences.

Friday 3 June 2022; 1:30 PM

U3A Rockingham
Contact: Colleen 0423 393 183        Valerie: 0438 272 911

2018, Dr Craig Challen, and his diving partner 
Dr Richard 'Harry' Harris, were invited to 
assist in an international rescue operation of 
a Thai soccer team trapped in Thailand's 
deep Tham Luang Cave, in a story that 
gripped the world. 
The pair worked 14-16 hour days making 
trips into the cave on a daily basis, to ensure 
the safe evacuation of everyone.

Michael Bleus will be talking about his life as a pilot for the Royal 
Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) in WA.  Michael joined the RFDS in 
WA in 1973 and was the Chief Pilot for 22 years before his 
retirement in 2017. During this time, he was based in Carnavon, 
Port Hedland and Jandacot. In 2014, Michael was awarded the 
Order of Australia for his tireless work for the RFDS! 

We look forward to hearing Michaels stories. 

Yes we can now have visitors! Join us for coffee at 10.30am

Tuesday 7 June 2022; 11:00 AM

U3A Lesmurdie Hills
Contact: Heidi: 0437 441 024

White-sailed yachts skimming 
the blue Swan River on a 
summer’s day is one of the 
iconic images of Perth. 
However, it doesn’t tell the full 
story. Sailboat racing can be 
likened to a game of chess, 
involving strategy, tactics, and
often, radically changing conditions. The need for rapid-fire action 
and longer-term planning are essential to win the day. 

Jerome Toonen of the Maylands Yacht Club will tell us all about the 
challenges competing sailors face whilst they attempt to get around 
a course in the shortest possible time.  

Join us for coffee in the TAFE Coffee Shop afterwards at 3.00pm.

Friday 10 June  2022; 1:30 PM

U3A Swan Hills
Contact: Tony 0427 300 344

Bob Greer has been researching Vietnam for 
over 22 years. 

His talk will focus on how, for over 2,000 
years, simple peasants dealt with the major 
world powers of the day.  In fact, many of the 
tactics used against the French and Americans 
in the Vietnam War were employed against 
Genghis Khan. 

Friday 3 June 2022; 1:45 PM

U3A Canning River Region
Contact: Bevan 9472 3242 

Women have played a massive role in Vietnam which Ho Chi 
Mihn believed made the difference between defeat and victory.  
Bob agrees and will look to illustrate this in his talk.

The Vietnam Conflict: A Look Behind the Smoke Screen 
with Bob Greer

http://www.u3auwa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/U3AUWA/
https://u3auwa.org/regions/
https://www.odysseytraveller.com/articles/discover-morocco/
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The Treachery of  Images with Geoffrey Kaye

distortion or conflict of inputs, which contradict normal 
understanding.
Visual illusions are when we ‘see’ something which is not there, or 
fail to see something which is there.  Scientists study them in their 
efforts to understand how human perceptions interact. They are 
also fun to explore.   

Geoffrey Kaye is a specialist who will lead, or mislead, us in our 
explorations of our senses. 

Friday 24 June 2022; 1:00 PM

U3A North Coast 

Contact: Don 0419 040 813 

The Life and Times of C.Y. O'Connor; WA's Chief 
Engineer with Mike Lefroy 

C.Y. O’Connor reached into
the unknown when
designing his two major
projects – Fremantle
Harbour and the Goldfields
Pipeline.

What were his inspirations? What made him tick?

Mike Lefroy discusses the life and times of his great 
grandfather and suggests the next generation of scientists, 
economists and dreamers can be inspired by C.Y. O’Connor, to 
take risks in these uncertain times.

Monday 20 June 2022; 1:00 PM

U3A Western Suburbs
Contact: Jean 0417184 924

At one time or another our senses 
trick us about what we see, hear, 
feel, smell and taste.  Sensory 
illusions may arise from the brain 
being deceived by a ‘magic’-like 

Who Invented Jazz?  A history of jazz from its early 
roots performed by The Melody Makers

Jazz, in all its forms, has maintained a 
steady and loyal following, not only in 
its birthplace, America, but the world 
over. From Trad Jazz to Swing; Cool 
Jazz to Fusion with celebrated artists 
from the early 1920’s Ragtime such as Jelly Roll Morton, to later Jazz 
Swing with artists including Duke Ellington, Benny Goodman, Louis 
Armstrong and Ella Fitzgerald.  Cool Jazz followed with artists such 
as Dave Brubeck and Miles Davis and Jazz Fusion with Stan Getz and 
Herbie Hancock.

But who Invented Jazz? Its origins are explored by Perth jazz trio, 
The Melody Makers.

Bookings are required for this event.  Entry $5

Monday 13 June 2022; 1:15 PM

U3A Joondalup
Contact: Graeme 0417 987 033 

http://www.u3auwa.org/
https://www.facebook.com/U3AUWA/
https://u3auwa.org/regions/



