U3A Perth Branch Highlights

Not Always Diplomatic with Dr. Sue Boyd

Behind The Scenes with John Thornton OAM
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As Past Chairman of the Baker Theatre
Trust and currently Consultant to the
Regal Theatre Foundation Ltd, John is a
highly entertaining and dynamic
personality.
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She was head of Australian diplomatic missions in Fiji, Hong Kong,
Vietnam and Bangladesh. She also had postings in Portugal, the
former East Germany and at the United Nations in New York as
well as DFAT offices in Canberra and Sydney.

He will be exploring the nexus between
audience and live performance and is an impassioned speaker about the
relevance of live theatre in our lives. John will talk about what
Shakespeare recognised as the necessity for the "suspension of
disbelief" when we involve ourselves in the Theatre.
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Sue Boyd will chronicle her life as a pioneer in international
diplomacy and a career that has spanned the globe.

Friday 2 September 2022; 1:45 PM

Friday 2 September 2022; 1:30 PM

U3A Canning River

U3A Swan Hills

Contact: Bevan 9472 3242

Contact: Tony on 0427 300 344

Automotive Future – Connected, Electric and
Autonomous Cars with Prof. Thomas Bräunl, UWA
There is currently a revolution taking place in the
Automotive industry with connected vehicles,
electric vehicles, and those with autonomous
driving. Thomas Bräunl will talk about present and
future trends together with work that is currently
being conducted at UWA's Renewable Energy
Vehicle Project (REV) and the Robotics & Automation Laboratory.
Thomas has converted several road-licensed cars to batteryelectric drive and autonomous driving and operates EV charging
networks with 24 AC and DC charging stations. He was Technical
Director of the WA Electric Vehicle Trial and Principal Investigator
of the ARC Fast-Recharging Project. He has also worked on DriverAssistance Systems with Daimler/Mercedes-Benz and Electric
Vehicle Charging Systems with BMW.
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Sue has a story to tell from almost everywhere, from politics to
travel to art, world leaders and everything in between.

John has earned an OAM for his unique contribution to theatre across
Australia and speaks with the authority of a lifetime spent in musical,
radio and television, as well as theatrical performances. Come along and
enjoy the stories he will share then join us afterwards in the TAFE
Coffee Shop for a cuppa and a chat.

Qantas Catalinas on the Swan with Dr. Kevin Smythe

Above and Right: the Canso A (a
version of the Catalina built in the
UK)

Above: the Catalina Flying Boat

Catalina Flying Boats were commonly seen on the Swan River during the
Second World War.
Kevin Smythe has spent years researching the Catalina Flying Boats.
The Qantas planes were heavily laden with fuel for the very long flight
to Ceylon (Sri Lanka) fresh from action in the Pacific Ocean.
Kevin presents a historical presentation on what is sometimes
considered a controversial subject.

Friday 2 September 2022; 1:30 PM

Monday 5 September 2022; 12:00 PM

U3A Rockingham

U3A Dianella & Districts

Contact: Colleen: 0423 393 183 or Valerie: O438 272 911

Contact: Jan 0408 024 800

For venue details see U3Auwa.org or
your Inform magazine.
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My Life with the Royal Flying Doctor Service
with Michael Bleus
Michael Bleus will be talking
about his life as a pilot for the
Royal Flying Doctor Service
(RFDS) in WA.
Michael joined the RFDS in WA
in 1973 and was the Chief Pilot
for 22 years before his
retirement in 2017. During this time, he was based in
Carnarvon, Port Hedland and Jandakot.
In 2014, Michael was awarded the Order of Australia for his
tireless work for the RFDS!

Mawson and Wilkins – Chalk and Cheese
with Peter Alcock
Douglas Mawson, the university
educated geologist, and George Wilkins,
the self-taught South Australian farm
boy, were high achievers drawn to
exploration of the polar regions at the
end of the heroic age of exploration.
Above left:Douglas Mawson
Mawson became a household name,
Above right: Sir George Hubert Wilkins
especially in South Australia, whilst
Wilkins, although widely acclaimed internationally for his heroics,
was little known in Australia.

We look forward to hearing Michaels stories.

Although they are both counted among the great polar explorers,
their backgrounds, attitudes and recognition are as dissimilar as
chalk and cheese.

Friday 16 September 2022; 2:00 PM

Friday 16 September 2022; 1:00 PM

U3A Melville

U3A North Coast

Contact: James: micam2@bigpond.com

Contact: Don on 0419 040 813

Vikings with Neils Dahl
Greece does not have a monopoly on
mythology. In Northern Europe, the
Vikings also had their golden age, full of
ambivalent gods, epic tales, war heroes
and ocean voyages.
Vikings were hugely important across the
whole of Europe during the early Middle Ages yet they left few
traces of their civilization behind them. However, their culture,
histories, tales and legends have been passed down through the
ages.
Neils Dahl grew up in Denmark. He will share with us some of the
stories and legends of the Vikings.
We look forward to what promises to be a most entertaining
presentation!
Tuesday 20 September 2022; 10:30 AM

U3A Lesmurdie Hills
Contact: Heidi 0437 441 024

For venue details see U3Auwa.org or
your Inform magazine.

Bush Fires Floods and Droughts with Dr John Happs
John Happs is a specialist in geosciences
including hydrology, climate and
paleoclimate.
He has followed the climate change
debate with increasing concern at the way
in which politicians have ignored empirical
evidence and blamed climate change for floods, drought and
bushfires, rather than bad policy.
In his presentation, he will address these issues based on his own
in-depth knowledge and experience.
John has retired from academia and consulting work and has
published a number of books relating to the on-going debate
regarding Climate Change.
Monday 26 September 2022; 1:15 PM

U3A Joondalup
Contact: Louise 0419 274 725

September 2022

